ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 

October 3, 1973 


Norweb Collection 
9511 Lake Shore Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44108 

Re: Inquiry to the Norweb Collection 


We have been asked whether the 1856 United States One-Half Cent proof in your 
collection has a raised lump near the top of the "I" of "United", and we would 
be very appreciative if you could furnish that information at your convenience. 

Very truly yours, 



Eric ?. Newman 


E?N:djk 


9595 Kirtland - Chardon Road 
Willoughby, Ohio 44094 


October 25, 1973 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

The Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

In answer to the inquiry you sent to my mother, I have checked the 
1856 United States One-Half Cent proof and determined that definitely 
there is no raised lump near the top of the "I" of "United." 


Yours sincerely, 



RHN/a 


cc: Mrs. R. Henry Norweb 
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Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


November 12, 1986 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 



Dear Eric, 


. \JasW 

(j/kv*. 'h Uug. 


■/ 


BOX 1224 
OLFfBOftO, NH 03894 

fffr/ip'*™* 

1 / 

£*dy G tf*« 


We have just secured for public auction sale the Norweb Collection of United 
States, colonial, and related American coins. Although news announcements will 
not be publicly made for several weeks, I wanted you to be among the first to 
know. 


c 


The collection will be presented in a series of three auction sales, commencing in 
1987. Deluxe hardbound editions of each sale will be available on a limited basis, 
as well as an illustrated book describing the collection. At the time of publica¬ 
tion, I will send these to you with my compliments. 


If I could be permitted to "think out loud" - it would be a pleasure to at some date 
work on a program with you concerning the coins you possess. Actually, in many years 
of viewing collections, I have never seen holdings of early colonials, half dollars, 
silver dollars (and other areas of your collection with which I am familiar) which 
compare to yours! 

On an unrelated subject, one of the officers of the Rouse Company recently purchased 
a summer home next to ours here in New Hampshire. He was involved in the St. Louis 
restoration work. 



Your friends in the rare coin business 






Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 


January 29, 1987 






e-p/ls' 



WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your note of the 26th. It is interesting to know that the market 
still exists. 

The Norweb Collection is in our bank vaults, and within the next several weeks we 
will complete the division of it into three auction sales. As we did with the 
Garrett Collection, the property will be apportioned so that each sale contains 
something in the way of gold coins, copper coins, silver coins, "colonial" coins, 
etc. - so as not to strain the purchase budgets of specialists by selling every¬ 
thing all at once. The coins are presently in the Norweb envelopes, where they 
will remain until we classify them. I would want any arrangement with you kept 
confidential, for I have declined a number of other requests (for security and 
time reasons), but, certainly, if you find yourself coming this way, you are 
welcome to examine whatever we have. The only restriction would be that the coins 
are kept in the bank, so this would necessitate viewing during bank business hours. 
Of course, if you have a list of special things you want to know about and want 
pictures of them, weights, or other data, I can handle this at any time - just let 
me know. 

Things have been very busy here, and I am very pleased to report that activity on 
the part of collectors seems to be the most intense I have experienced any time 
during the 1980s. 

I note that the Central States Convention is in St. Louis in May, so if our paths 
don't cross before then, I am sure I will see you at that time. Best wishes to you 
and Evelyn. 
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Your friends in the rare coin business 
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Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


May 11, 1987 


Mr. Bernard Edison 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Street 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Dear Bernie: 

It was nice to talk with you at the Central States Convention. It was a very 
active show, and we bought many nice things - including several Proof half cents 
from the 1840s. If you would care to send me either your want list or the items 
you have, I will quote on what we can supply from time to time. 

I appreciate your suggestion to weigh the Proofs in the Norweb Collection, and 
this will be done. 



QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 



BC: Eric P. Newman 


eDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON, CHAIRMAN 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 


May 15, 1987 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

Thanks very much for your letter and for remembering my suggestion 
about weighing the proofs. When you have decided which session 
of the sale the half cents will appear in, I would, of course, 
be anxious to know. 

In regard to my want list, I am happy to give you the attached 
information with the understanding that you will keep it quite 
confidential. 





Bernard Edison 


rmt 

attachment 

P.S. You may want to correct your records to reflect the address 
of our new home office. 


WANT LIST 


HALF CENTS 


1. Condition Census Specimens by Variety - I have a condition 
census specimen of virtually every variety. However, any 
specimen which is among the top three for the variety would 
be a possible upgrade which I would be very interested in 
seeing. 

2. Die States - Rare or conspicuous die states of any variety 
would be of interest, particularly if they have noticeable 
differences from the die states normally seen. This would 
include cuds, prominent cracks, or their absence if the 
variety is normally seen with them. Condition is not sig¬ 
nificant in this category. 

3. Error Half Cents - This includes double-struck, substantially 
off center, brockage, exotic undertypes, etc. Condition 

is not significant in this category, either. 

4. Proofs - My proofs are generally complete. However, I have 
been adding additional specimens of some of the proofs which 
are substantially different in weight from those specimens 
that I have. A list of the weights of the half cents you 
mentioned in your letter would be helpful. These do not 
need to be in gem condition, although I have avoided con¬ 
spicuously impaired specimens. 

5. If you know of the whereabouts of a proof 1847 first restrike, 

I would probably pay a bit more than anyone else for it. 

6. I have also occasionally purchased a few large lots or individual 
specimens of counterstamped half cents when they were either 
reasonably priced or particularly interesting in nature. 

7. I have an 1831 proof set. However, the half dollar is only 
proof-like. If you know of or encounter an 1831 half dollar 
that is truly a proof, I would be interested in acquiring 








Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 



May 18, 1987 


BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Bernard Edison 


Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

501 North Broadway 

P.0. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Bernard: 

Thank you for your letter of May 15th enclosing the want list. As it turns 
out, the Norweb half cents had already been weighed as part of the procedure. 
Although the pieces have not been catalogued, they have been enveloped, graded, 
and attributed. Also, the photography of many of them has been accomplished. 

If there are any particular varieties for which you would like pictures at this 
point, let me know and I will have prints made for you. 

Concerning the auction offering, right now it is scheduled for New York City, 
October 12-14, with the half cents probably starting out the catalogue, Monday 
night, October 12th. This schedule is subject to some refinement and change, 
for we want to be sure that the accompanying book detailing the history of the 
Norweb family is ready by that time, but I have every reason to believe that we 
will hold fast to what we have set. 

Concerning your want list, I appreciate receiving it and will keep it confidential 
within our organization. 

Relevant to item No. 4 on your want list, I shall have prepared within the next 
week a listing of Proofs coming up in the Norweb sale, together with the weights 
of each. This I ask you to keep confidential, for we are asking most of our 
clients to simply wait until the various catalogues are issued in order to deter¬ 
mine what we will be offering. 



Q. David Bowers 
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Your friends in the rare coin business 



BOWERS AND MERENA 

Box 1224 

WOLFEBORO, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03894 



June 3, 1987 U 

Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

501 North Broadway 
P.0. Box 14020 
St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Mr. Edison: 

Thank you for sending in your "Want List." I will keep this on hand during 
the next six months and will refer to it when reviewing our inventory, new 
purchases, and other acquisitions. In the meantime, if your want list changes 
if you have pieces to add to it, or if you acquire certain pieces elsewhere, 
please let me know. 

I appreciate your interest in Bowers and Merena Galleries and will do my best 
to track down some of the pieces you seek. 

Best wishes. 



Elizabeth Arlin 

Want List Department 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc 


(603) 569-5095 
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Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc 


July 16, 1987 

BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

P.0. Box 14020 
St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Bernie: 

This is just a note to let you know that the Norweb Collection half cents have 
been catalogued by me, and the descriptions are now in the hands of our Graphic 
Arts Department. The pieces will start our sale on the evening of Monday, 
October 12th, and will comprise approximately 140 lots at the very beginning 
of the auction. Each item is weighed, attributed to Breen, and is accompanied 
by pedigree and other information. I hope that you will be pleased with the 
catalogue when you see it. We have spared no effort to try to make it a nice 
one. 



Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


BERNARD EDISON 

30 SOUTHMOOR DRIVE 
CLAYTON, MISSOURI 63105 


July 13, 1987 


Bowers & Merena Publications 
Box 1224 

Wolfboro, NH 03984 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is my check for $149 for one set of the 
Norveb Collection Program. 


Sincerely, 




Bernard Edison 



rmt 


enclosure 



EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON, CHAIRMAN 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 


August 11, 1987 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtfulness in remembering 
my interest in knowing the date of the half cent portion of 
the Norweb sale. I just returned from a trip to Africa with 
my family and found your note of July 16 waiting for my return. 

I am sure that the catalogue will be a nice one, as your letter 
mentions. In fact, I have already ordered the special Norweb 
Collection Program. 

Best wishes for a successful ANA sale, as well. 

Sincerely, 


Bernard Edison 


rmt 



Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc 



September 2, 1987 


Mr. Bernard Edison 


BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

501 North Broadway, Box 14020 
St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Bernie: 

It was nice to talked with you. I am enclosing herewith a Xerox copy of the half 
cent section of the Norweb Collection. Please let me know what pieces you would 
like to see, and I will send them off to you. Please note that I will be away 
from the office this Friday and that, of course, next Monday is Labor Day - but 
apart from that I should be in for most of the next two weeks. 

Thank you also for your nice words and encouragement concerning the Norweb Collec¬ 
tion Sale. Under separate cover I am sending you a Norweb poster. 

Be: 


Q. David Jtsowers 



QDB/mkv 


Enclosure: 

Xerox copies of half cent listings from Norweb Collection Sale 
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Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 


September 9, 1987 


Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

P.0. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 



BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
( 603 ) 569-5095 


Dear Bernie: 

Thank you for your call. The half cents will go forward to you within 24 hours. 
These will be put up in polyethylene envelopes - so you can take them out for 
inspection - inside of a "working envelope." We do have the flips and cards here, 
but as you indicated a preference not to see them this way, we are sending them 
to you in their "raw” form. 

I very much appreciate your interest and hope that the pieces come up to your 
expectations. 


Here’s wishing you all the best. 
Sincerelyl I 




Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


September 11, 1987 






Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

P.0. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Bernie: 


BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


This is a note to let you know that the shipment of half cents will go forward 
to you on Monday, as they had to be taken out of the "working envelopes," put 
in polyethylene, and recorded at this end - which Ray Merena was in the midst 
of doing when he had to change his schedule to accommodate a client who came in 
for the day. I shall be away on Monday and Tuesday but wanted to let you know 
what the shipping date would be, so you can adjust your expectations, for the 
pieces will probably arrive on Wednesday or Thursday. 

regards, 


Q. David Bowers 

QDB/mkv 

Copy to: 

Ray Merena 



Your friends in the rare coin business 
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WOLFEBORO, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03894 


September 14, 1987 


Mr. Bernard Edison 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
P0 Box 14020 
St Louis MO 63178 


Dear Mr. Edison: 


Enclosed please 

find 

the following lots 

for your inspection: 



6 8 

9 

11 

16 

19 21 23 

27 

28 

29 32 

39 

41 

48 

51 54 



The remaining lots 

. which 

you wish to 

view will be sent under 

separate 

cover 

These lots are: 







63 65 

67 

68 

69 

77 78 79 

80 

81 

89 128 

133 

134 

137 

138 139 




Please examine this material immediately and return it via registered, insured mail. 
When mailing this material back, please insure it for a value of $25,000, per box, 
as they arrived to you. Our insurance will pick up the rest of the insurance. 

Thank you for your interest in our forthcoming October sale. We look forward to 
being of service to you. 





10/6 BE called and spoke to JC's 
secretary and told her he'd probably be in 
on the morning of the 11th. Didn't need Jerry to 
bid for BE since he will be there himself. However, 
one can never tell about plane schedules, etc., and BE 
is glad to know 
v^re JC is. 


j FKIY COHN 

Jc ORPORATION 

professional numismatist 


aA| Section ^ 
3c t r ^Xl 

-ft IcUr 


October 2, 1987 


Mr. Bernard Edison 
30 Southmoor Drive 
Clayton, Missouri 63105 

Dear Bunny: 

I spent all morning checking through the Norweb Collection in 
the sale that Dave has scheduled October 12 and 13th and this 
sale certainly is a winner. 

If you intend to be at the sale I wish you all the luck in the 
world and I'm sure you will find a few things to add to your 
collection. On the other hand if you find that you are not 
able to attend and would like me to execute your bids I'd be 
more than happy to do so and of course would examine them and 
report in. 

You can reach me and leave a message in my office or at the 
Hotel Salisbury in New York where I'll be October 7 and 8th 
then out of the city for a couple of days and then back on the 
11th through the end of the sale and home on the 15th. 

I'll be very glad to do what I can to enhance your collection 
with some purchases in this sale. One way or the other will be 
in touch I'm sure. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 



9465 W1LSHIRE BOULEVARD SUITE 519 BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90212 TELEPHONE 213/271-4281 
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BOWERS & MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 

BOX 1224 WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 

TELEPHONE: (603) 569-5095 



INVOICE 


DATE February 11, 1988 

N° 64968 


s s 

o Bernard Edison h 

l P. 0. Box 14020 i 

St. Louis, M0 63178 p 

T T 

O O 



-ON APPROVAL 


NDT PATn 

QTY 

DESCRIPTION 

STOCK NUMBER 

AMOUNT 

1 

1794 %<frB-6b UNC 

Should you wish to keep this coin the price is 

This Coin is ex. Norweb lot 9 

, tS" 

w \ 

Our Cost j 
Plus 5% Cc 

■f 

r 

19500.00 

mmission 

$20475.00 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER-SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR TERMS-CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS PLEASE NOTE 


Your friends in the rare coin business 















Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 



February 4, 1988 


BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

P.0. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Bernie: 

This is a note to let you know that I have not received the half cent as of 
today, and I will be going away for a few days and will next have an opportunity 
to see if it arrives this coming Monday - which should be about the time you get 
this letter. As soon as it comes in I will send it off to you. The owner is 
not exactly fast on these matters, but so long as it eventually arrives that is 
all that counts. 

So, I thought you would like to know the status. 

Best wish* 



Your friends in the rare coin business 


OJ'lM ^ +> 

ta. Ct>£) j 

S&AJlx. . 


\s\SL. 


FROM THE DESK OF BERNARD EDISON 






EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON, CHAIRMAN 

finance committee January 20, 1988 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Dave: 

Thanks for your note letting me know about the status of 
the half cent which you wrote to Mr. Bloom about on my behalf. 
As you know, I am not impatient in any sense with respect 
to this matter. However, I do appreciate your keeping me 
posted. 


Sincerely, 


Bernard Edison 


mb 


Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc 


January 15, 1988 




Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 


BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


P.0. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Bernie: 

This is a note to let you know that I recently received a letter from the owner 
of the half cent which you desire, and he informed me that he appreciated my 
offer to purchase this coin and also another coin which a client is interested 
in, but, in his words, "I will be out of the country on a fishing trip until 
January 7, 1988. After I return and have a chance to view both coins, I will 
give you a response." 

So, the matter is on "hold" until I hear from him. But, I thought it approp¬ 
riate to write to you to let you know I have been pursuing the matter, and as 
soon as I get some information I will let you know. 



Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 



Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

P.0. Box 14020 

St. Louis, M0 63178 

Dear Bernie: 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of my letter to Mr. David W. Bloom. I shall keep 
you posted as to what he says. 

As per our conversation, my understanding between you and me is that you will 
offer him a maximum net of $21,000, if necessary. In addition, whatever the 
transaction price may finally be, our firm will receive a commission from you 
of 5% of the value of the transaction. We will be receiving no commission from 
the seller. 

Bernie, I will keep you posted as to what I learn. 



Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 

Enclosure: 

Copy of letter to Mr. Bloom 


Your friends in the rare coin business 



Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


December 14, 1987 


BOX 1224 
WOI.FEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. David W. Bloom 
Leo Eisenberg Company 
P.0. Box 7848 

Columbia, South Carolina 29202-7848 
Dear David: 

I have contacted the individual interested in purchasing Lot #9 of the Norweb 
Collection Sale, and he has authorized me to make you an offer of $18,500 net, 
per the following terms and arrangements: 

1. This offer is to remain in effect for two weeks from today’s date. 

2. Upon acceptance of the offer, if indeed you accept it, our check in the 
amount of $2,000 will be sent to bind the transaction and to make it final. 

3. Whenever you deliver the coin to us, in any event to be before May 1, 1988, 
the balance of $16,500 will be paid immediately. 

4. The assumption is made that the coin is in the same preservation as when 
it was sold at the Norweb Collection Sale. 

If you feel that this offer is acceptable, please let me know and 1 shall contact 
the intended buyer and confirm everything on his end, at which time I will then 
send the $2,000 deposit check as stated. 

Wishing you all the best for the season, I remain. 

Sincerely iours. 



Q. David Bowers 


QDB/mkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


Bower^ and Merena Galleries, Inc 


December 2, 1987 



Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 


BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


P.0. Box 14020 

St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Bernie: 

This is just a note to let you know that the buyer of Lot #9 of the Norweb Collec¬ 
tion has written to me and has said: "at the present I feel that I would at least 

like to have the coin for a few months before considering its sale. . . I do not 
have a price in mind, and if your client would like to make me an offer, we might 
be able to agree upon a sale price with delivery to be made three or four months 
in the future." 

So, that is the situation from here. If you would care to make an offer, you 
might transmit it to me. In addition to the price paid at the sale, the buyer 
said that he paid a 5% fee to someone representing him on the floor and, I suppose 

he would want a profit over his investment as well. Anyway, let me know what you 

think and I will take it from there. 

Best wishes to you and your family for a happy holiday season. 





Q. David Bowers 


REMINDER: 


QDB/mkv 



Your friends in the rare coin business 




HOMS 


You want to add to your "want list*" 


1831 proof half-dollar 

1829 proof half-cent 

1849 large date half-cent and proof 


Check Walter Breens' encyclopedia of proof coins and half-cent book 
to make sure there are not other proof half-cents you want to have 
on the list. 


;ib 

11/9/87 



Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc 


November 2, 1987 


BOX 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

P.0. Box 14020 
St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Bernie: 

Thank you for your telephone call. It was nice to hear from you. 

I have written to the purchaser of Lot 9 in the Norweb Collection Sale and will 
let you know what I hear from him. In the meantime, I will have Liz Arlin, who 
manages our Want List Department, make a note that you need the 1847 half cent, 
first restrike variety, and are also interested in learning of any high Condition 
Census half cents of earlier dates, and any significant half cent minting errors. 

your business and friendship. 


Q. David Bowers 

QDB/mkv 

Copy to: 

Liz Arlin 



Your friends in the rare coin business 
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Superb 1793 Half Cent 
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Sec enlarged photograph on next page. 
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1 1793 Breen-1; Cohen-1; Gilbert-4. Period after legend. 111.2 grains. 

AU-50. Rich, smooth, glossy brown surfaces. Superbly struck, with 
excellent definition of details. Well centered, with the beaded bor¬ 
der on obverse and reverse being pronounced in all areas. Walter 
Breen told Mrs. R. Henry Norweb that this was, in his opinion, 
the second finest known specimen. Acquired from Stack's on Janu¬ 
ary 18, 1956 (but noted on page 71 of Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of 
United States Half Cents 1793-1857 as being from an "old English col¬ 
lection" and being "Extremely Fine.") The coin has absolutely su¬ 
perb aesthetic appeal and is a rare prize for the connoisseur and 
advanced specialist. 

The piece approaches Breen's Die State II. with traces of the ex¬ 
tra 9 not visible, the fraction bar beginning to fade, and with in¬ 
cipient traces of what eventually became buckling of the reverse. 

The general design type of this issue, used only in 1793, features 
on the obverse a portrait of Miss Liberty facing left, a liberty cap 
behind her head, with pole paralleling her neck. The word LIB¬ 
ERTY is above, and the date 1793 is below. The device was obvi¬ 
ously inspired by Dupre's famous LIBERTAS AMERICANA med¬ 
al of 1781. Walter Breen theorizes that the obverse was the work 
of Robert Birch, possibly with the aid of Joseph Wright Both men 
had prepared pattern issues the year before, in 1792, with the "Birch 
Cent" attributed to the former and the Eagle on Globe pattern to 
Wright. A related motif, but with Miss Liberty facing to the right 
instead of the left, was used on the Liberty Cap cents of 1793. 

The reverse, similar to that used on wreath cents of the same year, 


illustrates a wreath, open at the top, ornamented bv spravs of ber¬ 
ries, enclosing HALF CENT, and with UNITED STATES OF AMERI¬ 
CA and the fraction 1 200 around the border. It is believed that 
Adam Eckfeldt and Robert Birch cut the reverse dies this vear. us¬ 
ing punches prepared bv one Jacob Bay. 

The edge is lettered TWO HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, thus giv¬ 
ing the coin two indications of denomination, on the reverse and 
on the edge (in contrast with certain other series produced later 
in the decade, such as the smaller silver coinage and the gold coin¬ 
age. which bore no indication of value whatever). 

From Stack's, January 18, 1956, possibly earlier from "an old English 
collection." 












Superb 1793 Half Cent 
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1793 B-2 Half Cent 
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1793 B-2; C-2; G-3. Variety with fraction crowded between ribbons. 
105.5 grains. VF-20 to 30. Well struck on a smooth planchet. Medi¬ 
um brown surfaces. The reverse die is rotated about 35° to the left. 
Breen's Die State I; an early appearance of the same die used to 
coin B-l, but with rust developing in the hair and beading. Nearly 
a Condition Census specimen of the second scarcest die variety 
of the year. We should note that several higher-grade pieces listed 
by Walter Breen have various defects and damage (see footnote). 

The style of this variety is similar to the preceding, with Miss 
Liberty facing left, a liberty cap behind her head, etc. The reverse 
is distinctive and features the fraction spaced too widely, crowded 
between the ribbons. The reverse bears a superficial resemblance 
to Sheldon's Reverse H in the cent series, save for the fraction, which 
is more like Reverse G. 

From A.H. Baldwin & Son, London, May 26, 1954. 

The Condition Census evaluations given by Walter Breen in the half cent series, and 
by other authorities in other series, are based upon the so-called "technical grade" of 
individual pieces, without respect to such variations as striking, planchet quality cen¬ 
tering, damage, or overall aesthetic appeal, factors which can intervene and make a coin 
with a lower technical grade worth more than one with a higher technical grade if the 
higher-graded piece is not as attractive. 

The provenance or pedigree is another factor, and time and time again a numismatist 
will pay a premium for a coin which has a "story" or special event connected with it. 
Indeed, John W. Adams, a connoisseur of the American large cent scries when he put 
together his cabinet of 1794-dated pieces years ago. took special care to choose whenever 
possible pieces which had illustrious historical pedigrees. 

The synopsis of this is that while the technical grade of a coin is important it is but 
one of several factors which conlrihute to a coin's desirability and, ultimately, to its val¬ 
ue. Thus, while certain aspects of coin evaluation may indeed be scientific overall the 
concept is an artistic one. Experts can and do differ in their opinions, and perhaps this 
IS all for the best, for it contributes a human factor, a charm, a quintessential aspect to 


1793 B-3 Half Cent 



reverse, ntui some scattered indentations, including in an area above 
11 h of UNI FED. Medium to dark brown surfaces. Very finely granu¬ 
lar. Breen's Die State LL with rust in the dies at TES and at the right 
branch of (lie wreath on the reverse. 

This issue introduces a different obverse die from the preceding 
two, with the L in LIBERTY too low, and above the junction of the 
hair and forehead. In the date, the numerals are higher than the 
preceding, are curved to fit the beaded border below (whereas in 
the earlier obverse the first digit is considerably closer than the 
fourth), and the numerals 93 are close together at the tops. David 
Proskey called this the Small Dale variety. The reverse is as 
preceding. 

Acquired at the American Numismatic Association's annual conven¬ 
tion in Dallas, Texas, on August 22, 1953. 

W,liter Breen relates Mini by the miilille uf May 1793 over .1(1,1111(1 half cent plunvhels 
were in readiness fur striking, having had (heir edges tcllered I WO IIUNDKI I) I t IK 
A 1)01.EAR in advance. By July 18th, everyone was in preparation for coinage, anil on 
July 20th the first delivery of finished coins look place, 7,000 pieces in all. A further group 
of 24.934 pieces was delivered on July 20 Ih followed by 1,400 more on September IXllt. 

I lad it been decided to issue half cents early in the year 1793, undoubtedly different de¬ 
signs would have been produced, possibly conforming to those used on early cents (the 
Chain and Wreath motifs). 
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Outstanding 1793 B-4 Half Cent 



AU-50, possibly full AU-50. Beautiful glossy light brown surfaces. 
A superb piece which, years ago, before grading interpretations be¬ 
came more conservative, many would have called "Uncirculated." 
A Condition Census piece which ranks as among the finest known 
of the variety. Under a magnifying glass some minute marks can 
be seen, of such negligible importance that they can be called trivial, 
including a hairline extending from the chin to the second digit 
of the date. Even to mention such a thing is probably doing the 
coin an injustice, for it is truly a superb example not only of its 
variety but of the dale in general. 1’he die stale is equivalent to 
Breen' s No. Ik with the repunching at Fl< ot I llil RIY fading, and 
with a 'die rust mark at the top of the second date digit. 

The type is the same as the preceding, and the obverse is from 
the same die. The reverse has 13 leaves and nine sprays of berries 
on the left branch, and 14 leaves and 10 sprays of berries on the 
right branch. The stems to the wreath are heavy and extremely long, 
thus giving rise to the appellation of the "Longest Stems" variety 
as designated by Breen. The same writer knows that certain of this 
issue were struck on what he calls "extra broad" planchets, of which 
the presently-offered coin docs not seem to be one (nor do any of 
the Breen plate coins, unless something is escaping our notice). 

From Richard Picker, March 22, 1955. 

tlcm.in." Interestingly, he did not believe in assigning grades to Ids coins, fell that many 
factors other than the so-called "technical" grade were involved, and, besides, it was 
up to a buyer to determine whether or not a coin was satisfactory; what lie might say 
about the grading was not considered important. So, alone among leading profession- 
als of the time, Dick Picker did not grade his coins. When questioned on the subject. 



Extremely Fine 1794 13-la Half Cent 



fined, and as either a variety or a type it is a very desirable coin. 

The obverse motif is revised from the preceding year and now 
appears facing to the right, again with a liberty cap on a pole be¬ 
hind Miss Liberty's head. In a superficial way the half cents are 
miniature versions of contemporary large cents. The portrait on this 
issue is designated as the (It /mm,I will I lend by Waller Breen, fol¬ 
lowing the body-typing methods of Dr. Sheldon, and is believed 
to have been the work of Robert Scot, who was new at the Mint 
at the time. "Scot's engraving of the facial features gives at once 
an impression of masculinity, and of a delicacy that is perhaps un¬ 
common among 'mannish' woman," notes the same writer. From 
an aesthetic view, an observer today may suggest that the head is 
positioned too high in the field and that the lower right of the neck 
truncation is too prominent. In any event, the type is distinctive, 
differs from Breen's later or Normal Head format, and is of larger 
proportions than the head of Miss Liberty found on half cents of 
the succeeding years 1795, 1796, and 1797. 

The reverse design resembles that of 1793 in a general way, but 
with numerous stylistic differences. Within the year 1794 Walter 
Breen differentiates the "1 leavy Wreath" style and the lighter wreath 
or "Cent Type." The first is distinguished by having 15 leaves on 
each branch, alternately and singly from stems, except for a pair 
below A of STATES, and traces of the tip of a 16th leaf next to H. 
The second or "Cent Type" has 14 leaves to the left and 18 to the 
right, mostly in pairs, and six berries on each branch. The ornate 
sprays of berries characterizing 1793 half cent reverses (and also 
reverses of 1793 Wreath large cents) are absent in 1794. 

The edge, with minor variations, is lettered TWO HUNDRED FOR 
A DOLLAR as earlier. Walter Breen notes that the planchet stock 
for 1794 half cents was rolled from sheet copper, but was "of lower 
quality than 1793." The student of 1794 half cents knows that half 
cents of this year are in general seen on dark, porous planchets, 
unlike the glossy light brown surfaces often seen for the earlier year, 
1793, and the year after, 1795. Of course, there are exceptions, but 
this is a relevant generality. 

The reverse of the coin offered here is of the "Heavy Wreath" 
type and is distinguishedfrom the other two dies of this type by 
having the upright leaf below the center of the C in CENT nearlv 
or touching the C, and a stemless berry attached to its left edge. 
There are four berries on each branch, and they are larger on this 
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Uncirculated 1794 B-2b Half Cent 
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Bowers and Merena — Half Cents 


die than on the others. The numerator does not touch the left rib¬ 
bon. The fraction bar extends almost to the left side of the 2. As 
is the case with other early types of 1794, the digit 1 is significant¬ 
ly to the right, rather than centered above the bar below it. "One 
picture is worth a thousand words," and other details can be 
differentiated from the accompanying photographs. Although 
Walter Breen notes that this variety is found with the reverse rotat¬ 
ed at different angles to the obverse, the piece offered here has the 
proper coin orientation, 180' from the obverse alignment. 

Acquired by Albert Holden fwm Thomas Elder, November 12, 1909. 


King Farouk's 1794 Half Cent 
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1794 B-2b; C-2a; G-5. 102.7 grains. Uncirculated, MS-60. RicK 
glossy, light brown surfaces of exquisite quality. The planchet is 
very attractive and of exceptionally high quality, especially for this 
date. For the sake of accuracy we note a tiny edge mark beneath 
the last digit of the date, a tiny die flaw mostlv hidden on the edge 
at the top of the reverse, and an area of lighter striking, as made, 
at ES of STATES. On the obverse the bust tip shows surface marks 
from the original planchet, as the metal was not completed forced 
into the die in this area. The edge letters are "small" and widely 
spaced on this variety. This is Die State IV, or perhaps ajatf^er- 
of Die State 11 1. In keeping with other known varieties, clash 
marks from the reverse wreath are incuse on the obverse and are 
prominent in front of Miss Liberty's face. Overall, the piece is a 
nice match for the plate .coin at the top of page 96 of the Breen 
reference. f' - 1 ' 

From Richard Piet 
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1794 B-2b; C-2a; G-5. Duplicate of the preceding, except this is Die 
State^. 97.1 grains. F-12 or better. Exceptionally pleasing surface 
for the grade, medium brown in coloration, and glossy when held 
at an angle to the light. A few trivial marks are noted, not unusual 
for the grade (actually, a Fine-12 coin usually has more), including 
a nick at the left side of F of HALF, which serves to identifv the 
piece. 

In this state, thp Hips havp not ypt rlacherl and there are no in- 
cusation marks on the - obverse. Walter Breen notes that this state 
is Qtrcm^j^ with the first example not being published as such 
until one emerged as Lot 28 in Lester Merkin's sale of September 
18, 1968. 

From the Palace Collection of King Farouk of Egypt, 1954, Lot 1 700 


■o. Egypt, ol 
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Bowers and Mercna — Half Cents 


Rare 1794 B-4b Half Cent 
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Mint State 1794 Half Cent ^ A5 
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1794 B-6b; C-4; G-4. Normal Head, Cent Type wreath. 107.7 grains. 

Uncirculated. MS-fin tn fit with m.wh i „.:..i ,i:n 


maining. Very well struck, t 
with superbly defined device 


cepting at the extreme right border, 
and letters. Light brown surface col¬ 
oration mingled with ample original mint red, particularly around 
the date, the portrait, and, on the reverse, the peripheral letters. 
A superb specimen. Condition Census, and among the very finest 
known, but, like a number of other Norweb coins, not recorded 
by Walter Breen. 

This is a combination of Obverse 4, Breen's Normal Hcatl, com¬ 
bined with Reverse E, one of the so-called "Cent Type" issues. Hie 
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tiers are small, as on B-lb, 2b, 3b, 4b, and 5b. The piece of- 
ere is Ilie^atc^VI^ designated as "rare." 

AM-dated half cents. ^ 

llans M.F. Schulman, April 3, 1959. 
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1794 High Relief Head Half Cent 


1794 B-8 Half Cent 


Hull Cml: 

, 8,3 



1794 B-7; C-7; G-2. High Relief Head. 108.7 grains. EF-40. A very 
pleasing example of the grade, medium brown, with glossy sur¬ 
faces. A few stray marks are seen, including a tiny line above Lib¬ 
erty. The coin has a generous measure of aesthetic appeal and will 
satisfy anyone seeking a high-quality example of this issue. This 
variety is designated as Rarity-6 by Breen, with the notation that 
about two dozen pieces are known. 

The obverse is of the High Relief Head style elaborately described 
by Breen as follows: 'The profile now suggests different (non- 
European) ethnics, brachycephalic, with coarse features, heavy 
jowls, thick lips, nose and chin. The border was cut deeper than 
on any other half cent die, to protect the bold head from wearing 
down too fast, and to enable the coins to stack properly; in vari¬ 
ous Chapman catalogues this obverse was labeled as the Shielded 
Hair type. The relief is especially high on the hair, and, as Breen 
noted, there was "no attempt to show individual strands." 

The reverse is the so-called "Cent Type," delicately defined. The 
edge has the standard TWO HUNDRED FOR A DOLLARS, in this 
instance in small letters. Differing from the Breen description, the 
E in HUNDRED is not missing its baseline, although the lower right 
serif does appear to join the end at the crossbar. 

The presently offered piece is ilie State IlL-a lthoueh the distinc¬ 
tion between this and the immediately preceding Die State is not 
particularly clear. 

This is a Census coin. The piece is not listed by Breen and may 
not have been seen by him. 


1794 B-8; C-8; G-3. High P 
/f—s ter, graded by us conservati 


Relief Head. 102.5 grains. VF-30 or bet- 
conservatively as VF-30 because of some scattered 
marks on the neck and the mark in the field below the Y of LIBER¬ 
TY. Medium to light brown surfaces. Well struck for the variety, 
but with the obverse and reverse dies slightly misaligned, in that 
the obverse is ever so slightly to the left of the planchet, whereas 
the reverse is ever so slightly to the right of the planchet—with both 
areas being on opposite ends of the coin. In other words, the die 
axes were not precisely aligned, and the obverse and reverse were 
shifted slightly in relation to each other. This may be the case with 
all other known examples, for the three pieces illustrated by Breen 
show reasonably good obverse centering, but the reverse slightly 
off center. 

The obverse is of the High Relief I lead style and is from the same 
die as the preceding. The reverse is of the "1 leavy Wreath" config¬ 
uration used for earlier die combinations. The present coin is Breen's 
Die State 111. 

The variety is High Rarity-5, close to Rarity-6, with perhaps 35 
specimens extant. The present coin is a Condition Census piece 
but, like numerous other pieces in the Norweb holdings, appar¬ 
ently was not seen by Walter Breen. 

From Richard Picker on August 1, 1957. 

Like the preceding issue, this piece lies smell edge lellcring, but unlike the preceding 
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12 1794 B-8; C-8; G-3. High Relief Head. 104.8 grains. VF-20. Dupli¬ 

cate of the preceding. Attractive light brown surfaces. A few tiny 
obverse marks are noted, including one in the liberty cap and an¬ 
other in the field before the nose. 

From the Frank Washburn Collection; later in the 1957 ANA Conven¬ 
tion Sale. This coin tons exhibited at the Smithsonian Institution on loan 
in 1960. 


Frank Washburn, principal of The Copley Coin Company, was associated with Maurice 
Gould for many years and conducted business from upstairs premises on Boylston Street 
in Boston's Copley Square. Washburn and Could, since deceased, were gentlemen of 
the old school, and were well-known in their day for handling high-quality colonial and 
early American coins, participating in various events of The New Fngland Numismatic 
Association, and in general being an integral part of the numismatic scene. 


"1795" Date Half Cent 



13 1795 B-l; C-l; G-l. First "numeral" in date represented by capital 

letter I. Lettered Edge. 107.1 grains. EF-40. Attractive chestnut- 
colored glossy surfaces, with mottling as one might actually find 
on a real chestnut. Across the obverse are two parallel diagonal plan- 
chet striations, as made in the planchet strip during the rolling proc¬ 
ess. A very pleasing example of the issue. 

The obverse design resembles that of 1794 in a casual way, ex¬ 
cept that the portrait of Miss Liberty is decidedly smaller, given 
a larger area of surrounding field, thus imparting a beautiful cameo¬ 
like effect to the design, a characteristic which was continued 
through 1796 and 1797. On the specimen offered here, a capital I 
punch, actually the same punch as used for the capital I in LIBER¬ 
TY, was used for the first digit of the date, giving the coin a rather 
unusual appearance, especially under magnification. The 5 is too 
small and apparently was selected in error, although later dies also 
have an undersized digit in this position. The border denticles are 
especially prominent, "framing" the obverse, contributing to the 
cameolike effect. 

The reverse design is at quick glance similar to that used in 1794, 


but with numerous stylistic differences. The reverse of the piece 
in question has four berries on each branch, with one berry to each 
side of the bow. The inscription IIALF is entirely below the points 
of the adjacent leaves. Under magnification, the lettering of the re¬ 
verse appears disorganized and poorly cut into the die, the result 
of either inept punching or perhaps having a container of rum near¬ 
by (drinking was a continuing problem during the early days of 
the Mint). 1 he H in 1 IALF is repunched and is cocked to the right, 
while the F is tilted to the left. In the word below it, the letter C 
is too low, and the N is tilted to the right, among other irregulari¬ 
ties. A minute well-formed "comma" is after the last letter in AMERI¬ 
CA and probably represents the slip of an engraving tool. Breen 
calls this a "minute dotlike die defect." 

The edges are lettered, in common with other thick-planchet 
pieces of the year. The piece here offered is Die State II , identifia¬ 
ble by having two denticles joined in the border just to the left of 
the D in UNITED. 


October that copper issues were produced. I lie hall cent was revise'll in appear¬ 
ance, with the obverse motif being reduced in size, as noted, and contributed to John 
Smith Gardner, who served as an assistant engraver at the Mint from November 1«74 
to March 31. 17%. Walter Breen suggests that on October 27th the delivery of 14.HOI) half 
cents consisted of the variety offered here, B-l, with a further delivery on December 1st 
of 10,BIK) pieces, these being B-2a, although the present writer is not at all certain that 
attributions can bo made, quite as comfortably as this. On the general subject of the Mint's 


of dies, and as a contra theory to the "dies were used in order" syndrome, refer to 
Robert P. Hilt’s writing on the subject. 

Tlio pieces struck toward the end of 1794 were on thick piancbels with lettered edge, 
weighing 101 grains each, more or less, thus equivalent to the statutory standard. 

In 17%, additional half cents were struck from 17%-dalod dies, these being of the new 
lighter standard, 84 grains in weight, which in practice was "more or less," for planchcts 
were not made with precision. Recognizing the year that these were actually struck, Breen 
devoted several pages to the later 1795-datcd pieces in the section titled "1795 Issues of 
1796." These later, thinner issues omitted the lettered edge. 


1795 Half Cent from Henry Chapman 



14 1795 B-l; C-l; G-l. Duplicate of precedin g.*109,4 grains (consider- 

ably overweight; the standard was 104 gTatnskvFTO. Medium 
brown planchet. Two marks are seen at the lower right rim just 
above the pole on the obverse, and on the reverse a tiny edge nick 
is seen to the left of the first letter in STATES. The coin is bolding 
struck and well-defined in all areas. Die Stale III, with the denticle 
break slightly advanced from the preceding. 

Obtained In/ Albert Holden from Henry Chapman on November 13, 
1909. 

I lenry ( hapman, together with his hrnlhor Samuel I ludson Chapman, jointly known 
ns th' 1 Chapman brothers, maintained an active numismatic dealership from the late ISTPs 
until they dissolved their partnership and went their separate ways in 1‘XVv During the 
nearly three decades of their joint activity, they created a sensation with their elaborate¬ 
ly illustrated auction catalogues and handling of many fine collections. After l l H)6, I lenry 
and his brother went on to addition! successes, each in his own right. Of the two, Henry 
seems to have been the most attentive to want lists and personal customer service, whereas 
his brother was primarily involved with auction sales. 


King Farouk's "1,795" Half Cent 



15 1795 B-2a; C-2a; G-3. Punctuated Date, 1,795. Lettered Edge. 101.5 

grains. VF-20. Medium brown fields with lighter devices, numer- 
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als, and lettering. The fields are minutely porous, visible under mag¬ 
nification, although this does not adversely affect the coin (and per¬ 
haps should not even be mentioned, for it certainly is not unusual 
for the grade). Overall, the piece is a very nice example for the grade. 

The design is similar to the preceding, except that a die flaw or 
chip, situated between the first and second numerals, appears as 
a comma, and has given rise to calling this the "Punctuated Date" 
variety, although the "punctuation" was hardly intentional. 

From the Palace Collection of King Farouk of Egypt, 1954, Lot 1700, 
to Abe Kosoff. 

Information concerning King Farouk is given under Lot 7. Farouk's half cents were 
purchased by Abe Kosoff and then transferred to the Norwebs. Among Americans in 
attendance at the Farouk sale in Egypt were Abe Kosoff, Hans M. Sdtulman, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Henry Norweb, John J. Pittman, J.P. Randall, Sol Kaplan, and Maurice Storck. 


Rare 1795 B-2b Half Cent 
af 
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(16 11795 B-2b; C-2b; G-8. Punctuated Date, 1,795. Plain Edge. 73.1 
grains. VG-10. Dark brown, nearly black surfaces. Usual wear for 
the coin, and with some typical surface marks for the grade. Die 
State IV, with bulges on obverse and reverse, but with the reverse 
clash mark not yet present. 

Plain edge, lightweight for the issue (the authorized weight was 
84 grains, and some reduction due to wear is to be expected, but 
apparently this was nevertheless struck on an underweight plan- 
chet), made in 17% from 1795-dated dies. The die combination is 
as preceding, and differs only from being struck on later, similar 
planchet stock, with the plain edge, and signs of die wear. 

B-2b is a very scarce rarity designated by Breen as High Rarity-^ 
almost Ranty-7, with the notation that "possibly 16 are known " 
The com offered here is Condition Census and takes its place among 
the top dozen or so known specimens of the variety. The piece is 
mentioned in Walter Breen's Condition Census enumeration as 
About Fine." 

J T r:t e , Penn -? hi ° Co,n club ' s Spring Convention sale conducted by 
Michael Kolman, Jr., the Federal Coin Exchange, May 15-17, 1959, Lot 41. 

A \\ OP T* d ,He Fed " aJ Coin E « han 8 e in Cleveland for mlny years 

A colorful mdmduaL he dealt in many other collector's items besides coins, at one time 
showing the present writer a suit of medieval armor which he acquired' 
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Fifth Finest Known 1795 B-3 Half Cent 



1795 B-3; C-3; G-7. Punctuated Date 1,795. Plain Edge. 74.1 grains. 
VG-8 or finer. Believed to be the fifth finest known specimen of 
this High Rarity-5 variety, nearly Rarity-6. Mentioned by Walter 
Breen as from a "New York stamp [!] dealer; Mrs. R. Henry Nor¬ 
web Collection, About Fine." The obverse and reverse are of a pleas¬ 
ing light brown color. The reverse details are not fully defined, 
hallmarking the issue as from Die State II. f or which this is charac¬ 
teristic. The obverse bulge, so prominent in the Breen photograph, 
is not as prominent in the piece offered here. 

The obverse is as preceding, the famous Punctuated Date issue. 
The reverse is new and is distinguished by having five berries to 
the left and four to the right, one on either side of the bow, and 
with paired berries below the first A of AMERICA, and with no 
outer berry near E.R., etc. Struck in 17% from 1795-dated dies, the 
piece is on a thin planchet with plain edge. 

From New York coin dealer Richard Picker in 1955. 

Walter Breen notes that Ebenezer Gilbert was not able to describe this variety correct¬ 
ly, possibly because he did not have a specimen on hand; in any event he was not able 
to locate one to illustrate in his early reference. He knew of the existence of just twa 
one of which was "badly corroded and burnished," and the other which was also in 
low condition. The genera] appearance of the var 
until an example was illustrated in the catalogue fa 
ny sale of September 1953. 
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Superb 1795 B-4 Half Cent 



18 1795 B-4; C-4; G-4. Punctuated Date 1,795. Plain Edge. 76.2 grains. 

AU-50 or finer. Medium glossy surfaces, smooth and attractive. Die 
State III, with failure at the reverse center. On this example, traces 
of the original planchet surface, which has not been obliterated by 
the compression of striking, can be seen at the center of the re¬ 
verse, the upper left of the reverse, and the very lower left of the 
obverse, a rather unusual situation. 


The obverse is from the die as preceding, the famous Punctuat¬ 
ed Date. The reverse is new and is identified by having three ber¬ 
ries left, four right; no berries next to the bow; only one berry on 
the outer side of the left branch, below the first T of STATES, etc. 

Struck in 1796 from 1795-dated dies, the issue is on a thin plan¬ 
chet, with plain edge, and apparently was not up to the statutory 
.84 grains at the time, as evidenced by the present weieH T ^ 
The piece is a Condition Census example, although not record¬ 
ed in the Breen reference. A very pleasing specimen of a High 
Raritv-3 issue, which, further is "very rare in Extremely Fine or 
higher grades," according to Walter Breen. 
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1795 B-5b; C-5b; G-6. No Pole. Plain Edge. 105.5 grains (vastly over¬ 
weight). AU-55 to MS-60, variously called "Uncirculated" to "About 
Uncirculated" in the past. 

Typical for the variety, the issue displays a planchet fissure visi¬ 
ble on the obverse beginning at the lower left border, and at the 
reverse beginning at the upper left border. Walter Breen notes that 
the planchet stock from this issue was made from cut-down mis- 
struck United States large cents, and, further, "these are crude, of¬ 
ten with cracks, splits, and chips, and are thicker than normal." 
The piece offered here is from Die State III with breaks as described 
in the references, and with the "center in a higher plane below the 
break and above TI IF., so that IIALF CENT can no longer be read," 
except on the present specimen the word I IALF is visible, and part 
of CENT can be made out if studied carefully. 

The obverse is a reappearance of the first obverse of the year, with 
the date expressed as 1795, but now resurfaced so that details have 
been ground away, and so that lltc pole is missing. The reverse is 
that used on B-4. 

For the half cent specialist the coin offered here is desirable on 
several counts. It is a Rarity-5 issue and is seldom seen. Walter Breen 
notes that it is usually found in low grades, which, first, is not 
the case of the present piece. The high grade of the present coin 
ranks firmly within the Condition Census. Another very impor¬ 
tant appeal is its pedigree, which is about as distinguished as any 
half cent in existence in any cabinet anywhere, and which traces 
the provenance from the cabinet of Charles I. Bushnell, and the 
famous Bushnell Sale (conducted by the Chapman brothers in 1882) 
down to the present day. Apropos of the "science" of grading, it 
is interesting to note that over the years this has been graded all 
the way from "Very Fine" to "Uncirculated"! Walter Breen gives a 
precis of the background of this particular coin, and it is appropri¬ 
ate to quote it here: 

"Charles 1. Bushnell Collection (S.H. Chapman, June 20-24, 1882), 
Lot 2765, as 'Uncirculated. Traces of bright red. Very weak impres¬ 
sion, at $1.50; decades later in the collection of Joseph Steele (Nu¬ 
mismatic Gallery, Abe Kosoff and Abner Kreisberg, American Nu¬ 
mismatic Association 62nd Annual Convention Sale, August 22-26, 
1953), Lot 1451, as 'Very Fine,' at $20, with the purchaser being the 
New Netherlands Coin Company; integrated in the catalogue offer¬ 
ing the Hillyer C. Ryder Collection (New Netherlands Coin Com¬ 
pany's 44th Sale, June 23, 1954), Lot 273, described as About 
Uncirculated-50/ at $100, to Mrs. R. Henry Norweb. About 
Uncirculated". 

Pedigree ns noted: Bushnell, Chapman, Steele, Numismatic Gallery, 
New Netherlands Coin Company. 
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hr pursued numismatic research diligently, particularly in .areas which interested him 
most, including but not limited to colonials, tokens, and early American coins. Much 
of the data he used was incorporated bv Sylvester 5. Crosby in his Enrly Coins of Anii'rioi 
volume of the 18711s; particularly BushneHs correspondence with principals earlier as. 
socialed with Vermont and Vermont-related coinage. Among BushncHs output was an 
interesting and today rare volume titled Cruinlv fiir Anliijuariims, privately printed in New 
York in ISM, and bearing Bushnell's portrait as the frontispiece. ''To my antiquarian 
friends, and to students of numismatic history generally, this volume is respectfully dedi¬ 
cated," noted an early page, reflective of Bushnell's interest not only in numismatics, but 
in history in general. The contents consisted of three essays, the first of which was an 
account of what he considered to be the first three business tokens issued in the city 
of New York. As the enthusiasm of the author is evident in the first several paragraphs 
of this essay, present readers will perhaps pardon us if we take lire space to reprint these 
paragraphs tiere, as they do lend a flavor to what numismatics is all about: 


As there are m 


is in this city, a 


t, of this country, who take 
a oeep interest in numismatic matters, it is hoped that the following account 
of the first three business tokens issued in the city of New York will not only 


ceptable but pleasii 

in the habit of handling money, has often met with old and curious coppers, 
not infrequently somewhat obliterated, and from which an ignorance of their 
history in a non-conception of their value, have been thrown aside as worth¬ 
less. I he various foundries, here and elsewhere, annually melt up enough valu¬ 
able copper coins, both ancient and modern, to fill and grace the velvet-lined 
Irnvs of a dozen large cabinets; while many a desirable gem lies hidden for 
months perhaps lor years -in a clack corner of sonic' junk shop, among a lot 

as rapidly with filth and verdigris as it increases in rarity and value, doomed 
never to meet the cheering eye of a virtuoso, to receive in its old age his wel¬ 
come hand, his fond embrace, his fostering care. 

I he desire for the collection of these pieces, and the elucidation of their his¬ 
tory, is now daily increasing; and it is the duty of everyone into whose hands 
they may come, to preserve them with care, and if they have no fancy for such 
relics themselves, to place them in the hands of those who, from their histori¬ 
cal taste in antiquarian zeal, may be most likely to appreciate them, and turn 




The slorv of the later dispersal of Bushnell's own cabinet has been well chronicled in 
numismatic literature', so we stale just brielly that following Bushnell's death, his hold¬ 
ings were purchased intact by I .or in G. I’armelee, the Boston bean baker who at the time 
had America's most complete holding of federal coinage (with T. I iarrison Garrett of Bal¬ 
timore coming in second). Bushnell obtained (he collection to acquire rarities for his own 
account. 

lire collection was consigned to the Chapman brothers in Philadelphia, who were strip¬ 
ling youths, precocious in their actions, but quite aggressive and enthusiastic. Daring 

the effrontery, aud.uily, anti impudence so viewed by their competitors to prodme 
a very fancy catalogue, both in regular and in library edition form, to charge a strong 
premium for it, and to create what others in the trade viewed with disdain, but which 
clients of the Chapmans appreciated. 

fell stroke, the Chapman brothers were propelled to the forefront of American 


i ^ numismatic s and from that point forward they were a force to be reckoned with 
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Notable 1795 B~5b Half Cent 



20 1795 B-5b; C-5b; G-6. No Pole. Plain Edge. Duplicate of preced¬ 

ing. ^148grains. EF-45 or finer; but with two tiny pinpricks above 
the B on LIBERTY. Rich, glossy brown surfaces on a smooth, vir¬ 
tually perfect planchet, exceedingly unusual for the variety. Die State 
III like the preceding, and also like it, grossly overweight. 

Easily a Condition Census coin, but not listed in the Breen 
enumeration, for Walter Breen apparently was not aware of it. An 
outstanding example. 

From Richard Picker in 1960. 
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1795 Half Cent Overstrike 
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1795 B-6c; C-«a; G-5. No Pole. Plain Edge. 77.2 grains. VF-l^or 
finer. Medium brown surfaces. Wfell defined in all areas, much more 
so than usual, and far better than either of the two Breen plate coins. 
With rims high, as if the piece may have been put in an upsetting 
machine or between two rollers at a later date; but this is not cer¬ 
tain. In-person examination is suggested. Struck over a Talbot, Al- 
& Lee cent; more properly, on a planchet cut from such a cent. 
[ORK, from NEW YORK on the original token legend can be seen 
in the right obverse field near the denticles. Talbot, Allum & Lee 
overstrikes are not particularly rare, indeed, they are frequently seen 
among examples of the die combination, but such pieces are espe¬ 
cially interesting. 

Acquired at the 1953 American Numismatic Association Convention 
in Dallas, Texas 


Walter Breen suggests that about 52,000 half cents were produced from planchets cut 
from 1794 and 1795 Talbot. Allum & Lee tokens. According to research by Robert W. Julian, 
the Philadelphia Mint purchased 1,076 pounds of these tokens from the firm whose name 
appears on them, with the apparent intention of melting them down into ingots, then 
rolling strips. However, problems arose with the processing of copper, so it was decided 
simply to punch planchets from them directly. Accordingly, numerous survivors still have 
parts of the original token inscriptions available. 

Talbot, Allum 4 Lee was a firm engaged in the India trade and had offices at 241 Water 
Street, New York City As an advertisement, they ordered from England, from the pri¬ 
vate mint of Peter Kempson & Company, Birmingham, a large quantity, two tons or more, 
of tokens, which were dated 1794 and 1795. At the time, Kempson was a major supplier 
of copper tokens for circulation within England, where they served a need in the ab¬ 
sence of regal halfpence and also provided a popular collecting diversion for collectors, 
who sought as many different varieties as possible. 

Lee left the firm in 1796. and in 1798 the company dissolved. On December 12. 17% 
the mint bought 1,194 pounds of copper, undoubtedly undistributed tokens, from Wil¬ 
liam Talbot, and this subsequent purchase was probably used for planchet stock from 
which 1797-dated half cents were made No 1796-dated half cents struck on Talbot. Al¬ 
lum & Lee token stock have ever been reported. 



Classic 1796 No-Pole Half Cent 



Lot 22 
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Classic 1796 No-Pole Half Cent 



respects. As are other known examples (refer to the Breen plate 
coins) the denticles at the upper right are lightly impressed. The 
surfaces are medium brown, glossy when held at an angle to the 
light, and quite attractive overall. A tiny nick is seen at the left ob¬ 
verse edge, and a small rim bump is seen below the date. 

The obverse is of the Liberty Cap style as used since 1794, but 
of the reduced format of 1795. There is no pole to the cap, not due 
to a regrinding or resurfacing, as was done with the similar 1795 
variety, but because of an engraving error. The obverse is bisected 
by a horizontal crack, as always seen (no example lacking the crack 
is known). The die must have failed early in its life, thus account¬ 
ing for the extreme rarity of the variety. 

The reverse is similar to 1795 Reverse D but differs in that the 
present variety has no alderberries below the F or M, has a triple 
leaf at the F in HALF; etc. 

The issue is Rarity-6, with about 20 specimens known totally, 
of which this is believed to be the fourth finest. 


malical Manual, 1859, noted that there were two varieties of 1796 
half cents, but did not elaborate. In the years since the 19th centu¬ 
ry, the coin has been recognized as one of the great rarities in the 
American copper series, and, apart from varieties of later Proofs, 
as the classic half cent rarity. 

This is the Gilbert plate coin and the Standard Catalogue of Unit¬ 
ed States Coins plate coin. It was sold privately by David Proskey 
to Hillyer C. Ryder, the early 19th century copper specialist, sub¬ 
sequently going into the Ryder Estate, where it remained until Wayte 
Raymond acquired it in December 1944, years after he had appraised 
it and almost forgotten of its existence. It then appeared in New 
Netherlands Coin Company's 44th Sale, June 23, 1954, Lot 275, with 
the purchaser being Mrs. R. Henry Norweb. 

A prize coin which will provide years of pride and pleasure to 

Vnmi David Pwskey to Hillyer Ruder; Ruder Kstale to Wayte Raymond: 
New Netherlands Coin Company 's 44th Sale, June 23, 1954, Lot 275. 











Classic 1796 With-Pole Half Cent 



Lot 23 
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] 1796 B-2a; C-2; G-l. With rftle. 82.1 grains. Uncirculated, MS-60. 

' Glossy medium brown surfaces. Well struck with excellent defini¬ 
tion of detail at the centers; lightness at the denticulntion and rim 
as normal. Die State 1 . an early impression. 

The obverse motiUs generally similar to the preceding, except 
that the design conforms to the standard introduced in 1795, the 
reduced-size head of Miss Liberty, with pole to cap. The reverse 
is from the same die used to strike B-la. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to say that the obverse die is not an¬ 
other state or a reworking of the obverse used to strike B-la, but 
is an entirely different production. Interestingly, the engraver double 
punched the third digit, and bold traces of an earlier and lighter 
9 are visible under the normal figure. This can be seen only on 
the sharpest pieces, according to Walter Breen. 

The coin is a strong Condition Census item and joins several other 
known Uncirculated examples as having the desirable status of being 
a extremely rare variety and, at the same time, in high grade. The 
present piece has an illustrious pedigree and is the Standard Cat¬ 
alogue of llnilnt Staten Coins plate coin. It first surfaced ns part 
of the G.M. Klein Collection, sold by W. Elliot Woodward in his 
95th sale. May 21-25, 1888, as the "Vicksburg Cabinet," Lot 2048, 
where it fetched $51. Later it was in the collection of Colonel James 
W. Ellsworth, which was formed during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, and then was purchasd intact in 1923 by Wayte Raymond, 
with the financing of John Work Garrett. The piece was sold to 
Hillyer C. Ryder for $1,500, going into the Ryder Estate in 1928. Wayte 


out 


Raymond appraised the Ryder Estate, and made an offer for it, but 
his bid was not accepted. Years later, in December 1944, Raymond 
was contacted by representatives of the estate and asked if he was 
still interested in buying it; by this time, coin prices had multiplied 
across the board, and there was little hesitation in snapping up 
what had to be one of the bargains of the decade! The piece sub¬ 
sequently appeared in New Netherlands Coin Company's 44th Sale, 
June 23, 1954, as Lot 274, where it brought $1,600, the buyer being 
Mrs. R. I lenry Norweb, although she registered the purchase price 
as being $100 more, or $1,700 totally (perhaps some extra expense 
was involved). 

1 win the G.M. Klein Collection, appearing in IV. Elliot Woodward's 
95th sale, Mai/ 1888, as tlw "Vicksburg Cabinet," Lit 2048; to the Colo¬ 
nel James IV Ellsworth Collection; to Wayte Raymond and John Work Gar¬ 
rett; to Hillyer Ryder, subsequently to the Ryder Estate; to Wayte Ray¬ 
mond; to New Netherlands Coin Company. 

In 1934 Wayte Raymond published the first edition of The Standard Catalogue of United 
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Bowers and Merena — Half Cenrs 


1797 Half Cent Overstrike 



1797 B-lc; C-l; G-4. 1 above 1 variety. Struck on a Talbot, Allum 
and Lee token. 91.2 grains. EF-40. Medium to light brown surfaces. 
j fey Ja te d i ct a te , with the obverse die nearly completely shattered. 


with multiple breaks extending in many different directions. 

The overstrike is particularly bold and prominent, and for this 
reason alone the coin is bound to attract the attention of advanced 
specialists. The obverse shows the bases of the letters in the word 
ALLUM, visible at the left rim, with nearly all of NEW YORK and 
the ship's flag below it. On the reverse, the bases of the letters in 
& COMM are bold at the upper left rim. 

The copper from which the piece was struck was part of the pur¬ 
chase of 1,914 pounds of the metal, in token form, from William 
Talbot, a principal of Talbot, Allum & Lee, on December 12, 17%. 
Depending upon the weight standard used, which was not known, 
the number of tokens involved may have been 88,044 or 95,700, ac¬ 
cording to figures published by Walter Breen; Roger S. Cohen, Jr., 
in an article in Penny-Wise, September 1973, suggests 90,527 pieces. 
Circular planchets were punched out from the larger Talbot, Al¬ 
lum & Lee cents, and, as was done with related stock in 1795, half 
cents were made from them. While traces of the undertype are of¬ 
ten obliterated, or are weakly defined, the present coin is an in¬ 
teresting exception in that much of the original inscription can still 


The obverse of this issue, the 1 over 1 variety, is of special in¬ 
terest in its own right. Apparenty the engraver was daydreaming, 
for he started the date by punching the initial figure far too high 
in the field, distant from the border, and nearly touching the hair 
of Miss Liberty. Realizing his error, he began and then completed 
the date in its proper form, but did not touch the erroneous 1 It 
may have been that the entire date 1797 was earlier cut far too high; 


this seems improbable, on the face of its intended appearance alort 
but there are some stray remnants, raised "islands" in the field tc 
the right of the 1, and it may be that there indeed was a full dax 
(as Walter Breen believes). 

From B. Max Mehl, January 2, 1937. 



King Farouk's 1797 Half Cent 




MOWS 


25 1797 B-2a; C-2; G-3. Wide Date. 73.8 grains. F-12. Medium browr 

planchet with an attractive overall appearance. Dip TV A pleas¬ 
ing piece which will satisfy the type as well as the variety collec¬ 
tor. Like others of its kind, the beauty of the piece is enhanced H 
the exceedingly long denticles on the obverse, in effect "framing" 
the portrait, and giving it a cameolike appearance. 

The obverse is the second of the year, with perfect date, with the 
numerals widely and almostly evenly spaced. 

From the Palace Collection of King Farouk, 1954. 


1797 Half Cent Overstrike 

26 1797 B-2c; C-2; G-3. 89.6 grains. F-12. Variety as preceding, but struck 

on a planchet made from a cut-down Talbot, Allum & Lee token 
as explained earlier. Medium brown surfaces, well centered, with 
the obverse "framed" by the prominent border denticulation. ORk 
of NEW YORK may be seen at the right obverse border, and in the 
area of the date numerous traces of the ship's rigging can be ob¬ 
served. Rarity-5, possibly Rarity-6, according to Walter Breen. A 
nice item for the specialist. 

From Richard Picker in 1955. 
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Breen's ''Finest Known" 1797 B-3a 
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tive variety which has always been among the rr 
half cent series. 

Our title, "Breen's Finest Known" is somewhat misleading, in that 
it is taken from a note to Mrs. R. Henry Norweb, in the hand of 
John J. Ford, Jr., many years ago, undated, but probably in Novem¬ 
ber 1956, before Walter Breen became aware of certain pieces which 
he later listed in higher grades (i.e., the Mattner and Smith coins! 
The note to Mrs. Norweb says: "Walter Breen says Kagin's 1797 halt 
cent, G-l, is the finest known to him; Walter calls it VF-20 and wants 
$450 plus your [duplicate] coin!" Apparently Walter Breen forgot 
about this piece in the intervening years, for it is not mentioned 
in his Condition Census listing, although it certainly qualifies 
From Hollinbeck Coin Company, November 11, 1956, possibly involv¬ 
ing a trade of a lesser-grade coin. 

In 1929 Arthur M Kagin started 'playing with coin 


rt Kagin. 


imp dealer w 1 
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King Farouk's 1797 L.E. Half Cent 


) 1797 B-3a; C-3b; G-l. Low Head. Lettered Edge. 81.2 grains. VF-30 
' or finer from the viewpoint of wear. A very sharp piece. The ob¬ 
verse is struck slightly off center to the right, as is the obverse of 
the Breen plate coin (page 187 of that reference); the reverse how¬ 
ever, is struck slightly off center to the right, opposite of the Breen 
plate coin. Medium brown surfaces, glossy when held at an angle 
to the light. A few scattered marks are seen on the reverse. 

The obverse is the so-called Loir Head variety, with the head of 
Miss Liberty far too low in the field, and crowding the bottom bor¬ 
der, leaving ample space to the left, above, and to the right of the 
portrait, but barely room for the date below it. The issue is quite 
distinctive and can be recognized at a glance. 

The reverse is somewhat different from the usual, in that it has 
a triple leaf cluster at AME, which, as Walter Breen notes, makes 
the branches almost into mirror images—17 leaves on each. 

The edge is lettered, an anomaly for the year, for this style was 
"officially" discontinued in 1795. As the planchet is too thin to ac¬ 
commodate the letters completely, the tops and bottoms of vari- 
ou’s letters are off of the planchet, as is true of all known pieces. 
Exactly why the lettering was done has not been explained. The 
lettering is from a die not used earlier, so obviously, a deliberate 
effort was made to create edge lettering. Thus was made a distinc- 



1797 B-3a; C-3b; G-l. Low Head. Lettered Edge. 77.6 grains. VG-8. 
L Retooled generations ago, possibly to remove scaling, now with a 
light brown surface. Two marks are in the lower right obverse field 
near the milling. , ■ . 

Struck on a planchet made from a misjlruc k large cenLand with 
trarps of the cent denticles prominent m'the date area of the halt 
7»ni anrf on the corresponding part of the reverse. High Raritv-4 


cent and on the corresponding part of the reverse. High R 
nearly Raritv-5. 

From the Palace Collection of King Farouk, 1954, Lot 1700. 

At the sale of the Palace Collection coins were grouped into eclecticdots, wit! 
often not identified as such, offeree 
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Third Finest 1797 Gripped Edge 
Half Cent 



, . . . c^pfd Edge. 

80.9 grains. VG-8. A light brown planchet. Struck off center toward 
the bottom of the flan, with prominent denticulafion at :he top, 
and none at the bottom. With lightness of impression, as made, 
at the top of the reverse, typical for the issue (compare to the Breen 
plate coins, particularly that illustrating Die State 1). 

With Gripped Edge, which Walter Breen comments upon as fol¬ 
lows: "A second group shows 'gripping' on the edge-vertical in¬ 
dentations with some raised marks. This is analogous to that on 
the cents of 1797, S-120 and 121, but the grip marks are not spaced 
quite the same as on the cents. The explanation for this is not cer¬ 
tain; either there were irregular grooves in the planchet cutter or, 
some kind of plain ridged edge dies (instead of lettered ones) were 
used for rounding the planchets. . . ." 

This variety is listed as Rarity-7, with the notation by Walter Breen 
that "only 10 examples were reported." Of these, the piece offered 
here is believed to be the third finest known, a Condition Census 
coin. 


The coin was part of the John Story Jenks Collection sold by Henry 
Chapman over a long span of days, December 7-17, 1921, and ap¬ 
peared as Lot 6245, with the buyer being Dr. Lewis J. Adler for 
$13.25. The Jenks catalogue was a "marathon" offering and was the 
single most impressive volume ever created by that well-known Phil¬ 
adelphia dealer. 

From the John Story Jenks Collection, Henry Chapman, December 1921. 
to Dr. Lewis ]. Adler. 
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Iarly on the reverse; these being partially masked by the toning 
of generations. 
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31 1800 B-lb; C-l; G-l. 80.6 grains. MS-60 or finer. Medium brown 

surfaces, glossy, and with some tinges of lighter mint color in pro¬ 
tected areas. Well struck and of attractive appearance overall. 

The obverse is of the Draped Bust motif introduced this year, and 
continued through 1808. It is believed that the device was the work 
of Robert Scot. Depicted is Miss Liberty facing right, with ample 
hair trusses behind, a bow at the back of her head, and with drap¬ 
ery on her bust or busom. The word LIBERTY is above, and the 
date is below. The reverse is an adaptation of the earlier style, but 
more finely executed, and differing in numerous small details. 

From this point forward the edges of circulating issues were in 
all instances plain. The standard authorized weight remains at 84 
grains, but in practice there were often variations. 

From S.H. Chapman's sale of the Major Richard Lambert Collection, 
October 21 and 22, 1910, Lot 688. 
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1797 B-3c; C-3a; G-2. Low Head, Plain Edge. 80.6 grains. G-6. Light 
brown planchet. Some lightness of striking around the reverse bor¬ 
der as illustrated. Several edge marks appear, and under magnifi- 
cation the coin exhibits a myriad of minute, old scratches, particu- 
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Believed Finest Known 1802 Rev. of 1800 Rarity / 
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1802 B-l; C-l; G-2. Reverse of 1800. 75.4 grains. FI5 to VF-20, closer 
to VF-20. The finest specimen known to exist. The first-listed coin 
in Walter Breen's Condition Census. Medium brown surfaces 
characterize this piece. The coin is a fairly well-struck piece. Some 
planchet flakes are seen at the lower right obverse at the rim. An 
area of light striking, usual for the variety, is at F of OF, but the 
present piece is significantly sharper in this area than is the Breen 
plate coin. The coin, graded Fine (without a numerical equivalent) 
by Walter Breen, heads his Condition Census list. The issue is a 
high Rarity-6, nearly Rarity-7, with fewer than 20 believed to exist, 
of which "most are in the range from Poor to Very Good," accord¬ 
ing to Walter Breen. This classic rarity, immediately distinguisha¬ 
ble by the single leaves at the apex of the wreath, has always been 
a legendary variety. The specimen offered here is one of the most 
important coins in the present catalogue. 

The obverse of the Draped Bust style, overdated from an unused 
die prepared in 1800 and dated that year. The overdating was done 
by partly effacing the last digit and then punching a small 2 over 
it, the 2 being smaller than the rest of the numerals and apparent¬ 
ly from the punch used on the smaller-format dimes and quarter 
eagles of the year. 

The reverse is immediately identifiable as the Reverse of 1800 by 
a single leaf at each side of the wreath apex. By contrast, later 1802 
half cents, and those of following years, have a single leaf at the 
left of the apex and a double leaf in a "lobster claw" format at the 
right. 

It is believed that all 1802 half cents were struck on planchets cut 
from misstruck large cents, however, if this was the case,^uwivo[s 
among 1802 Reverse of 1800 half cents, at least as seen by the writ¬ 
er, do not exhibit trace s r>f an n nderfyp p^ 

The top six Condition Census specimens, as enumerated by 
Walter Breen, or as follows: 

1. The piece here offered, from the Norweb Collection, acquired 
from Kenneth W. Rendell of Medford, Massachusetts, who appar- 
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' J ently acquired it from a Boston collection, possibly, according to 

Walter Breen, earlier owned by John Gilbody. Fine. 

2. Example owned by William J. Bareford, earlier by his father 
Harold, from New Netherlands Coin Company's 44th sale, |une 
23, 1954. Earlier, in reverse order, from Wayte Raymond, Flillyer 
Ryder, Henry Chapman, and the W.B. Guy Collection. Fine. 

3. The Samuel Unger coin, earlier owned by Robert F. Batchelder, 
B.,n, earliest in the numeration, in the H. Dale Kuhn Collection. 
Fine, with a nick on the reverse. 

4. The Carl Wurtzbarh Collection coin sold by Barney Blucstone, 
April 29, 1943, Lot 1589. Fine. 

5. Example in Kagin's 269th sale, 1967, Lot 12, as "Very Fine." Earli¬ 
er owned by Phillip E. Benedetti, Paul Weinstein of the Metropoli¬ 
tan Coin Company, Kenneth W. Rendell (who received it as a trade 
from Mrs. R. Henry Norweb when he sold her No. 1 in the pres¬ 
ent list). Stack's Anderson-Dupont Collection, Thomas L. Elder, 
and, earliest in the numeration, R.H. Underhill Collection, 1929. 
Graded by Walter Breen as About Fine. 

6. Example owned by a well-known specialist in the series, earli¬ 
er in a Stack's sale of March 1975, still earlier in the Thomas L. Smith 
Collection (Stack, 1957). About Fine. With traces of an impression 
from a large cent die. 

From an unidentified Boston collection to Kenneth W. Rendell. 

Kenneth W. Rendell, of Medford, 
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33 1802 B-2; C-2; G-l. Regular reverse. 71.5 grains. VG-8. Medium 

brown surfaces, lighter in areas, from probably having been cleaned 
decades ago. A nice example of the grade. 


The obverse is from the same die as preceding, overdated from 
1800, with the undersized 2 punched in the die over the larger 0. 
The reverse is of the so-called "Cent Type" and, unlike the preced¬ 
ing, has three leaves at the wreath apex, one at the left, and two 
in "lobster claw" format at the right. As is true of the earlier-listed 
variety, examples of B-2 are all believed to have been struck from 
planchets cut from Mint error large cents. Examples of half cents 
of this year are typically found in lower grades, and no unques¬ 
tionably Uncirculated specimen has been recognized by specialists. 

From B. Max Mehl in 1937. 



34 1803 B-l; C-l; G-2. 83.8 grains. EF-45 or better. Rich, glossy dark 

brown surfaces. Some marks on the obverse, including a tiny scratch 
above the bow and extending to the border, and a rim nick near 
the bust point. The coin is from Die State V and displays an exten¬ 
sive break on the reverse. ' 

The obverse and reverse designs are similar to the preceding coin, 
except for the date 1803. 

From William Hesslein to Albert Holden on November 6, 1909. 

William Hesslein, a New Haven (later. Boston) professional numismatist, was promi¬ 
nent on the American numismatic scene until the early 1930s, when he disappeared. 



1803 B-2; C-2; G-4. 83.2 grains. VG-8. Dark brown surfaces. Smooth 
planchet. A nice representative of the grade. Very elusive variety, 
Rarity-5, years ago considered to be an extreme rarity, but now it 
is believed that perhaps 50 or so examples survive, none of which 
apparently exceed Extremely Fine grade. 

From Richard Picker on August 1, 1957. _ 

#30S 


5.15 


TOP) 





r40^£ 


36 1803 B-3; C-3; G-3. 89.2 grains. AU-55. Lustrous, glossy brown sur¬ 

faces. There is a small mark on the bust above the drapery, and 
on the reverse at the upper left there is an area of darker toning, 
and a small spot of darker toning in the denticles above the space 
between U and N. Die State VI. 

Roger S. Cohen. Jr. calls this reverse the cross-eyed zeros," because the digits are too 



reverse ha\ing some iridescence. The obverse, if viewed under mag¬ 
nification, shows a myriad of ancient scratches, a surprise, for they 
are not readily discernible to the unaided eye. Overall the coin 
presents a very attractive appearance and an aspect of desirability 
normally accorded to a coin in higher preservation. . 

This is .Die State II of a variety which is fairly scarce in all grades. 
Walter Breen s Condition Census ranges from Uncirculated to Ex¬ 
tremely Fine, but with only one piece in the Uncirculated catego¬ 
ry. "Usually found in low grades," the same author notes. He fur¬ 
ther mentions that he has seen no more examples of 1803 B-4 than 
he has of half cents bearing the scarce date 1802. A prize item for 
the specialist. 

From Richard Picker on August 1, 1957. 


38 1804 B-l (DieJatatsJl; C-l; G-6. High 4. Crosslet 4. Stems To Wreath. 

85.2 grains. F-12. Medium brown surfaces. 

A scarce variety- typically found in low grades, and quite elusive 
in higher states of preservation. 

From Richard Picker in February 1959. 
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f 39 )l804 B-2 (Die State V) . C-4; G-10. Crosslet 4. Stems To Wreath. 81.9 
grains. EF-45 or finer. Possibly the finest known example, or tied 
for the honor. Glossy brown surfaces, partially prooflike when held 
at an angle to light. Well struck, as illustrated, and without nota¬ 
ble defects of any kind. Far finer than the Breen plate coin, as evi¬ 
denced in particular by the hair detail on the obverse and the leaf 
detail on the reverse. 

Struck from the second obverse of the year, the issue has the date 
numeral spaced closely, the 4 low and the "Crosslet" style, with 
the base of the digit below the arc line of 180. 

The reverse is characterized by having an extremely wide denomi¬ 
nator, with the first and last digits distant from the center and much 
closer to the ribbons. The fraction bar is very short. 

As a variety, the issue is a Low Rarity-6, indicating that possibly 
a couple dozen exist. Walter Breen enumerates his knowledge of 
16 pieces which he has either seen or which have been reported 
to him. The finest of these is described as the Joseph Brobston Col¬ 
lection specimen, sold by Stack's in January 1963, which is listed 
at Extremely Fine. The next best known to Walter Breen is a Very 
Fine piece with a dark surface, followed by another Very Fine piece, 
then by a Fine coin with a scrape on the rim. , 

From Stack's, date not recorded. — r Vj 
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1804 B-5 ( Die State I); C-7; G-9. Spiked Chin. 84.6 grains.VF-30. 
With several parallel planchet adjustment marks at the center of 
?, and with some areas of verdigris 


the obverse, and with some areas of verdigris on the reverse. A Con¬ 
dition Census example of this scarce (High Rarity-5) issue, and, 
as such, worthy of serious competition by the specialist. This par¬ 
ticular specimen is not recorded by Walter Breen and may not have 
been seen by him. 

iThe obverse die incorporates the Spiked Chin die used earlier, 
£ afdie of the general style with Crosslet 4, but with a "spike" or pro- 

•Jt /rncion from the chin, and also with another protrusion, consider- 

3 ^ x'ably smaller, extending from the mouth—a"tongue." The reverse 
is different and is distinguished by having a very wide fraction, 
and other characteristics. 

From Richard Picker cm August 1 1957. 
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1804 B-6 (Die State V); C-6; G-8. Spiked Chin. 87.2 grains. EF-40. 
— Glossy medium brown surfaces. Well struck and excellently defined 
”1^/ in all areas. From a later state of the dies, as indicated, with exten¬ 
sive breaks. * ~ 

The obverse is the Spiked Chin die as earlier, while the reverse 
?,? 5 is new and is distinguished by having a wide fraction, w'ith the 
bar almost touching the 2, and other characteristics. 
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King Farouk's 1804 Spiked Chin 
Half Cent 
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1804 B-4a ( Die State IV ); C-5; C-11. Spiked Chin variety. 91.5 grains. 
VF-20. Medium brown planchet. Reverse is from a late die state, 
as noted, and displays extensive breaks. In fact, it is a wonder that 
coins were struck significantly after this piece was made (but they 
were, as evidenced by still further states of die deterioration). 

From Richard Picker iu 1959. 



Stale 1111; C-8; G-7. Spiked Chin. 85.5 grains. VF-30. 

Under magnification a few scattered marks 
can be seen, but still it is a very nice example for the grade. 

The obverse as from the Spiked Chin die earlier described, while 
the reverse is new, has a close fraction, with the final A in AMERI¬ 
CA nearly touching the ribbon. 

Fmm The Palace Collection of King larouk, 1954. Ini 1700. In Abe Knsoff. 
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Possibly Finest Known 1804 B-12 
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1804 B-10 ( Qje State III); C -13; G-2. Plain 4. Stemless Wreath. 83.7 
grains. AU-55. GlossyTTustrous medium brown. Well struck and 
well defined in all areas. The coin has seen little if anv actual 
circulation. 

From [ Ben Green to Albert Holden on November 3, 1909. 
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B-ll ( Die State 11) : C-12; G-3. Crosslet 4. Stemless Wreath. 
86.3 grains. MS-60. Glossy, lustrous brown surfaces, mainly light 
in color, with a slight patch of darker coloration at the right reverse. 
A pleasing specimen of this popular variety. 

From the Virgil M. Brand Collection, the Virgil M. Brand Estate, later 
appearing in the 1957 American Numismatic Association Convention Sale, 
Philadelphia, Lot 43. 

Tile 1957 catalogue description noted: Very scarce. Purchased as MS-60, however we 
prefer to call this Practically Uncirculated, medium olive tonine with lieht stain on re- 
verse, ex Brand Collection. 
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j 48 \ 1804 B-12 (Die State 11) ; C-ll; G-l. Plain 4. Stems to wA-ath. 84.7 
g rains MS-60 to 63. Very light brown surfaces with some mottled 
darker toning. Lustrous and glossy, especially when held at an angle 
to the light. 

The obverse is of the Plain 4 configuration. The reverse, Breen s 
Reverse G, differs from the standard style in that on this varietv 
there are six berries on the left branch, and on this die, stems to 
the wreath. 

This die variety is quite rare (Rarity-4) and, as Walter Breen notes, 
is "usually found in low grade; very rare above \fery Fine." The piece 
offered here may be the finest known example. Walter Breen's Con¬ 
dition Census lists two Uncirculated pieces, followed by an Extreme¬ 
ly Fine coin, continuing down to Very Fine. Walter Breen exam¬ 
ined this piece when it was in the Norweb Collection and stated 
at that time that it was "probably the finest known." A major op¬ 
portunity for the specialist. 


Condition Census 1804 B-12 Half Cent 



close to it): C-ll; G-l. Plain 4. Stems 
to wreath. Duplicate ot preceding. 83.3 grains. VF-30. A piece not 
specifically listed by Walter Breen but certainly a Condition Cen¬ 
sus coin per his criteria. 
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50^1805 B-l tOie SLate IJJ ; C-l; G-l. Medium 5. Stemless Wreath.83.9 
grains. AU-55 or finer. Brown surfaces, lighter on the obverse than 
on the reverse. Well struck and sharply defined. 

From Richard Picker in 1958. 
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1805 B-3 (ttie^jateJJ; C-3; G-3. Small 5. Bulged Obverse. 84.9 
grains^VG-m Medium brown surfaces. Some scattered marks are 
found on the obverse field to the right at the bulge before the face 
Believed to be the finest known example. 

This coin was personally sold to Mrs. R. Henry Norweb by Walter 
Breen on August 25, 1957, when he was working with the New 
Netherlands Com Company in New York City. 1 lis grading in a 
note to Mrs. Norweb, is as follows: "VF-30. Traces of mint lustre. 
Finest known to me. (The second best is the Gilbert plate coin )" 
Apparently Walter Breen forgot about the sale, for this piece is not 
menhoned in the Condition Census in his book, although it is noted 
that Mrs. R. Henry Norweb had a "Fine" coin which may have re¬ 
erred to another specimen not now with the collection, and since 
traded away. 

Walter Breen's Condition Census lists a piece as "About Extremely 
Fine as the best recalled by him (we again mention that he appar¬ 
ently overlooked this particular coin, which he personally described 
and sold to Mrs. Norweb). How that "About Extremely Fine" coin 
compares to the one we offer here, which is adjectively described 
as Very Fine is not known. Perhaps that one is better than this 
or perhaps the opposite is true. Beyond that, Walter Breen drops 
down to Vfeiy Fine, a specimen with obverse scratches, noting several 
other Very Fine specimens, then a number of Fine examples. 

I he obverse of this variety is the famous Small 5 style The last 
digit ,s much smaller than the first three. This anomaly is explained 
by the Mint policy of preparing dies in advance. In the present in¬ 
stance, the first three digits were punched into the die, 180, with 
the last space left blank to be punched in whenever the die was 
needed. When this time came, in 1805, a wrong-sized 5 punch was 
used to complete the die. In this combination, later than Breen-2 
no specimen of which is represented in the Norweb Collection), 
faHure VerSe ^ dlSp ayS 3 massive bui ge and is on the verge of 

The present coin represents a truly significant opportunity for 
the speciahst to acquire a superb example of this classic rarity 
V "W IM - Brand Collection, Virgil M. Brand estate. New Netherlands 
Com Company, sold In/ Walter Breen personally to Mrs. R. Henru Nor 

weh on August 25, 1957. • / 
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Condition Census 1805 13-4 Half Cent 
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1805 B-4 (Die State V) : C-4; G-2. Large 5. Stems To Wreath. 85.8 
grains. AU-55. Attractive light brown surfaces. Glossy and with an 
element of original frost. A very pleasing coin from an aesthetic 
viewpoint. A Condition Census piece, mentioned in Walter Breen's 
enumeration. 

From the Milton Holmes Collection, Stack's, October 5, 1960, Lot 1302. 


vith two old pits on the obverse. A nice example for the grade, 
better than our "technical description" indicates. This is one of the 
classic rarities in the half cent series. Walter Breen notes that only 
about 15 to 17 may exist, and that the coin is High Rarity-6. I hc 
present coin, although it is not in the Breen enumeration, is a Con¬ 
dition Census example, and ranks among the finest known. Walter 
Breen notes that "all are in low grades," and that the best known 
to him is in just Fine grade, after which he describes an About Fine, 
several Very Goods, and two Good pieces. 

From Richard Picker in 1960. 

Although the 6 is "small" on this coin, it is not too small for the rest of the date numer¬ 
als, and unlike the Small 5 obverse of 1805, the 1806 Small 6 is not a diecutting blunder. 
However, the "Large 6" style of the year does have a larger final digit. 


*1(4 


Condition Census 1806 B-l Half Cent 






1806 B-3 ( Dip Slate 11 : C-l; G-l. Small 6. Stemless Wreath. 82.8 
grains. EF-40. Medium brown surfaces. A small mark is in the left 
obverse field to the left of the center of the bottom curls. 

From Scott Stamp and Coin Co. to Albert Holden on October 26, 1908. 



1806 B-4 (rtie State II) : C-4; G-3. Large 6. Stems To Wreath. 79.5 
grains. MS-60. Reddish-brown surfaces. Struck ever so slightly off 
center to the right, a perfect match—in terms of the strike—for the 
Breen plate coin. 

From Scott Stamp and Coin Co. to Albert Holden on October 26, 1908. 


ted examples, mostly with spotting 




ns I lopkins University, an example vntjs sold for $4,30 
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_6 B-l (Pie State ID; C-2; G-2. Small 6. Stems To Wreath. 85.6 

grains. EF-40. Medium brown, glossy surfaces. Quite possibly struck 
on a planchet cut down from a misstruck large cent, for the rims 
of the half cent, particularly below the date on the obverse and, 
on the reverse, at the upper left, show what seem to bp traces of 
earlier inscriptions , although these cannot be made out distinctly. 

A Condition Census coin, although, like so many of the Nor- 
web Collection pieces, it is not mentioned by Walter Breen, who 
either never examined it to begin with or overlooked it. 

Another important opportunity for the specialist. 

From Richard Picker on August 1, 1957. 
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Condition Census.18/36 B-2 Half Cent 
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1807 B-l (Die State 111) : C-l; G-l. 80.1 grains. AU-55. Gunmetal 
blue, steel, and iridescent surfaces, with a trace of magenta on the 
reverse. Frosty and lustrous. A very pleasing example of the only 
die variety of the year, and an issue which is in general scarcer in 
higher grades than are the three dates immediately preceding ' 
From Hollinbeck Coin Company, August 30, 1958. 

1807-datod half cents, and. 
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© 1806 B-2 (Die Slate ifT T" C-3; not in Gilbert. Small 6. Stems to 
Wreath. 77.7 grains. VG-8. Light surfaces, with some porosity, and 
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Condition Census 1808/7 B-2 Half Cent 



58 1808/7 overdate. B-2 (Die State 1) ; C-2; G-l. 86.6 grains. EF45. Glossy 

medium brown surfaces. Some light porosity or granularity is visible 
under magnification. A Condition Census coin, although not spe¬ 
cifically listed by Breen. Walter Breen enumerates various coins from 
Uncirculated (just one known in this grade) through Very Fine, 
damaged. 

The obverse of this issue is from an unused die of 1807, overdat¬ 
ed. This die was also used to coin Breen-1 (an example of which 
is not represented in the present collection). As the Condition Cen¬ 
sus indicates, the 1808/7 is quite scarce, with Walter Breen noting 
that it is "usually found in low grades; very rare above Very Fine." 
An important opportunity for the specialist. 

From Richard Picker in 1959. 



MlP^ 


nine on these half cents than are those of Myron's "Diskobo- 
los" or Polykleitos' " Doryphoros "; and it is a good deal less 
so than that on the "Apollo Sauroktonos," now in the Vatican 
Museum. 

The reverse now depicts a continuous wreath with 27 leaves and 
13 berries, the words HALF CENT within, a center dot, a dash be¬ 
low, and with the inscription UNITED STATES OF AMERICA sur¬ 
rounding. The familiar fraction of earlier years is gone. 

From Lyman H. Low to Albert Holden on September 5, 1908. 

The Classic Head motif appeared earlier on the large cent of 1808. In general, motifs 
used on half cents lacked the use of the same device on large cents from one to several 


Condition Census 1809 B-2 Half Cent 

5 ! * 373 , 



1809 B-2 (Die State ID; C -l; not in Gilbert. 86.7 grains. F-12/15. Medi¬ 
um brown surfaces. Called Very Fine by Walter Br een, who notes 
it is the fourth finest knowA specimen of the variety. 

The B-2 variety was discovered by Richard Picker while perus¬ 
ing a group of unattributed half cents of the 1954 convention of 
the American Numismatic Association in Cleveland. Now, about 
14 specimens are known, according to Walter Breen, of which "not 
over six will exceed Very Good." This present coin was purchased 
from Richard Picker, who first discovered the variety. 

From Richard Picker in 1956. 


1808 B-3 ( Die StateJH: C-3; G-2. Tall second 8. 83.9 grains. EF-45. 

A nick is at the juncture of the neck and drapery, near the hair. 

Light brown surfaces. Lustrous in areas. Were it not for the nick 
we would grade the piece AU-50. As a date, the 1808 half cent is 
fairly scarce. 

From David Proskey to Albert Holden on November 22, 1909. C -?C 

With the dies aligned in proper coin fashion, the obverse and reverse are 180° apart * ' 
(sometimes this variety comes with the reverse rotated at varying angles from the norm). 



Condition Census 1809 B-3 Half , Cent < „ 
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60 1809 B-l (Die State II); C-4; G-l. Circle Within 0. 82.2 grains. EF^O. 

Medium brown surfaces. Walter Breen lists the Norweb Collection 
com m his Condition Census, noting it is "Uncirculated ." This ap¬ 
parently is an error, or results from some misinterpretation of notes, 
for the present coin, EF-40, is not close enough to full Uncirculat¬ 
ed status to have confused it with the latter grade. 

The obverse design is of the so-called Classic Head style, which, 
as Walter Breen notes, was a term proposed in February 1868 by 
Ebenezer Locke Mason, Jr., to describe the style which was initiat¬ 
ed m 1809 and continued through 1836. Walter Breen gives a colorful 
description of the new motif: 

This is the strangest device 'emblematic of liberty' before 
the presidential heads. A Greek profile, similar to that com¬ 
mon to numerous ancient statues of boy athletes, is adorned 
only with a fillet. The hair is arranged similarly to that on 
those same statues, and the fillet—never worn by women— 
was typically a prize awarded to athletes for winning town- 
w V*.?? ames ' t ^ le anc estor of the blue ribbons used today for 
exhibit awards of many kinds, from stamps and coins to 
show dogs. A probable ancestor of Reich's design is an 
18-century engraving of the head of Pblykleitos's " Diadoume - 
nos ['Athlete Tying the Fillet"], which shows the fillet simi¬ 
larly placed. For that matter, the facial profile is no more femi- 




, . . - - V)* C~2: G-3. 82.8 grains. AU-55. Rich, glossy 

brown surfaces. A touch of friction on the higher points keeps this 
from Uncirculated status, in our opinion, but this coin is graded 
Uncirculated by Walter Breen, and was sold as Uncirculated by 
the New Netherlands Coin Company in 1954, all of which goes 
to show that grading is an art, not a science (as if additional proof 
is needed). A tiny rim mark is mostly hidden on the edge at the 
10:00 position (as seen from the obverse). The reverse die is mis¬ 
aligned about 135° to the left of its norma] position. 

The coin was specifically enumerated in Walter Breen's reference, 
as the third finest known of the variety. The coin was first publi¬ 
cized in Thomas L. Elder's sale of April 11, 1925, Lot 2560, with 
the purchaser being Hillyer C. Ryder. It went into the Ryder Estate 
in 1928, then to Wayte Raymond in December 1944, under circum¬ 
stances discussed earlier in the present catalogue. Subsequently 
it appeared in New Netherlands Coin Company's 44th sale, June 
23, 1954, Lot 301, described as Uncirculated, to Mrs. R. Henry 
Norweb. 

Thomas L. Elder's sale of April 11, 1925; Hillyer C. Ryder; Ryder Es¬ 
tate; Wayte Raymond; New Netherlands Coin Company's 44th sale lune 
1954, Lot 301. 


The New Netherlands Coin Company was formed in the late 1930s by Moritz Worms- 
r4 ” u.a — wd an unprecedented five terms (of one year each; unlike the 
I as president of the American Numismatic Association. In later 
t owned by Otarles M. Wormser, with John J. ford, Jr, being an 


who earlier had se 
two-year present term 
years, the business wa 

associate Under the aegis of John lord, beginning with the 1952 American Nun.„.._..„ 
Association Convention catalogue, the catalogues of the firm achieved a high degree oi 
e. The present writer recalls that receiving a New Nether 
“ in the 1950s meant that everything had to 
o be spent in an armchair poring over the 
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9 B-4 (Dip State II) : C-3; G-4. 81.7 grains. MS-60. Glossy brown 
surfaces with some fighter color in protected areas. A well-struck, 
lustrous example. A Condition Census coin, along with several doz¬ 
en other known Uncirculated pieces. 

From Richard Picker on August 1, 1957. 


Kj 

, .SB 

r 1809 B-6 U3ie State 111): C-6; G-2. 83.5 grains. MS-60. Glossy light 
brown surfaces. Exceedingly sharply struck. A Condition Census 
coin, along with several dozen other examples of the issue. 

The reverse die is rotated about 20° to the left of the normal 
orientation. 

From the Hollinbeck Coin Company on August 30, 1958. 


Uncirculated 1810 Half Cent 


1809/6 B-5 (flip Stalp lilt; C-5; G-5. 9 over inverted 9. 85.0 grains. 
MS-60 to 63. Rich, glossy brown surfaces. 

This error is a die blunder, called by Walter Breen in his title, "9 
over 6," but explained as being from a 9 first punched in the in¬ 
verted position, then repunched correctly. Occasionally the coin 
is sometimes described as an "overdate," which it isn't for had an 
1806 die been overdated by punching a 9, the piece would be of 
the 1806 style, with Draped Bust obverse rather than the Classic 
Head. In the last century, the variety was sometimes called "1809/8," 
another error. 

A Condition Census coin, along with perhaps 50 other known 
Uncirculated pieces. 

The present coin has the reverse die rotated about 10° to the left 
of the normal orientation. 

From New Netherlands Coin Company in 1955. 

[far AU-o XJJk j 
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1810 B-l (Die State 111); C-l; G-l. 76.0grains. MS-60. Glossy medi¬ 
um brown surfaces with some tinges of lighter color in protected 
areas. Somewhat lightly struck at the right obverse side, as always. 
A Condition Census coin, along with several dozen others in the 
same grade. 

From Richard Picker on August 1, 1957. . t i 
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1 67 ^ 1811 B-l (Die Stale 1) ; C-l; G-2. 84.5 grains. Specimen Proof or 
\*S prooflike-bU or finer. Struck from polished dies. The finest known 
example. 

This, the most famous of all 1811 half cents, is described in de¬ 
tail by Walter Breen in his Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents, 
from which we quote: 

The best perfect-die specimen from these dies is unques¬ 
tionably the Mickley-Cleneay-Ryder coin, now in the Nor- 
web Collection. At its various auction appearances, this was 
always called a "Proof." It is from highly polished dies, in 
their earliest state, and it is the sharpest striking known; list¬ 
ed as a presentation coin in my Encyclopedia of United States 
and Colonial Proof Coins, 1722-1977, p. 37, there with an en¬ 
larged illustration. . . . 

[Heading the Condition Census is the coin from the) 
Joseph J. Micklcy Collection |W. Elliot Woodward's 10th Semi¬ 
annual Sale, October 28-November 2, 1867), Lot 2097, at $ 10 
to Thomas Cleneay; Cleneay Collection [IS H. & H. Chap¬ 
man, December 9-13,1890), Lot 1961, at $23.50; 1 lillyer Ryder; 
Ryder estate [1928|; Wayte Raymond [December 19441; New 
Netherlands Coin Company's 44th Sale [June 23, 1954), Lot 
303, at $320 to Mrs. R. Henry Norweb. Proof like Presenta¬ 
tion Specimen. Illustrated in the Standard Catalogue and in my 
Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial Proof Coins, 1722-1977. 


First, the year 1811 is the scarcest business strike issue of its era 
and has always been a key to any half cent collection. Second, the 
condition of the coin is superlative, a prooflike presentation speci¬ 
men, and is the finest known to exist. Third, the pedigree is ex¬ 
ceedingly illustrious and includes some of the most prominent 
names in American numismatics. 

One of the most important half cents in the present catalogue, 
create great excitement and enthusiasm among 


li /. Micklcy Collection; W. Elliot Woodward's 10th Sale, 
October 28-November 2, 1867, Lot 2097; Thomas Cleneay; the Chapman 
brothers sale of the Cleneay Collection, December 9-13, 1890, Lot 1961; 
Hillyer C. Ryder; Ryder estate; Wayte Raymond, December 1944; New 
Netherlands Coin Company's 44tli Sale, June 23, 1954, Lot 303. 

Joseph I. Micklcy was one 

in coins.»! Ilw of 16, 1 


nl dales ns he could find among circulating coinage. The story is told that in 1H27 
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| 1811 B-2 (Die Stale II) : C-2; G-1. 84.1 grai 
but cleaned decades ago, and lig|i|l'/ l.-irqnyred so the precise con¬ 
dition is difficult to determine. However, it may well be the finest 
known example, for the next finest, according to Walter Breen’s Con¬ 
dition Census (which does not mention this coin), is AU, cleaned. 
We shall allow prospective bidders to decide whether this is the 
finest known, second finest known, or whatever, but in any event 
it certainly is among the finest known, without equivocation. It is 
possibly relevant to note that Mrs. R. Henry Norweb called it Un¬ 


ted, as did Walter Breen when he examined the coin i 
■b Collection. The piece was sold by Richard Picker, wl 
not grade coins, so he probably assigned no condition evaluation 
to it at all. 

B-2 is the second variety of 1811, with the date numerals sp; 
closely together, more or less, at least in comparison to B-1. The 
variety is Rarity-3, compared to High Rarity-4, nearly Rarity-5, fc 
B-1. 

From Richard Picker on August 1, 1957. 
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Condition Census 1825, B-l Half 



1825 B-l (Die State 11); C-l; G-2. 84.0 grains. Glossy brown 

surfaces of a semiprooflike character on the obverse. 

A Condition Census coin, the sixth item in Walter Breen's Con¬ 
dition Census enumeration, although it is not clear that the Con¬ 
dition Census is in any particular order within the Uncirculated 
category. 


On the edge t here is a raised area, called a " small veriii-al lumjV ' 
by Walter breen, but opposite the space between the 1 lth nm 
closer to the 12th star ^ and not opposite thp spnrp between tho last 
two stars as mentioned by Breen. The source of this is unknown, 
but the present writer feels that although closed collars were not 
in general use at the Philadelphia Mint at the time, this piece must 
have had a collar of some type, and that the indentation was sim¬ 
ply a groove in the collar. No other explanation readily suggests 


After 1811 there was a haitus in the production of half cents, lasting until 1825. Dur¬ 
ing the period, half cents were not needed in commerce, and supplies of earlier-issued 
coins were in abundance. 



brown surfaces. Considered to be Uncirculated by Mrs. R. Henry 
Norweb and by Walter Breen when he examined it in the Norweb 
Collection. 

From Stack’s sale of the Baldenliofer Collection, 1955, Lot 102. 



71 1826 B-l (Die State IV); C-l; G-l. 83.1 grains. AU-50. A nick at the 

lower right obverse rim keeps this from the AU-55 or MS-60 cate¬ 
gory. Light brown surfaces with traces of iridescence. 

Under a magnifying glass an extensive series of crisscross die 
file marks can be seen to the right of the date, an interesting 
phenomenon common to all struck from this die. 

From Scott Stamp and Coin Co. to Albert Holden on October 26, 1908 



\ 



72 1826 B-2 (Die^algJ^ C-2; G-2. 82.0 grains. VF-3 

From Richard Picker in 1955. 
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73 1828 B-l jDie State III) : C-l; G-2.13 Stars. 83.8 grains. MS-60. Mostly 

brilliant surfaces, original mint color, toning to light brown, with 
some flecks. A tiny depression in the planchet is seen between the 
D and S at the left side of the reverse. A Condition Census coin 
in this condition. Walter Breen notes that Uncirculated coins are 
elusive and specifically lists just three examples. 

From Stack's sale of the Milton Holmes Collection, 1960, Lot 1318. 



74 1828 B-2 <£i£_SWU»«U); C-3; G-l. 13 Stars. 86.9 grains. MS-60 to 

63. A superb specimen with bright mint red fading evenly to light 
brown, a smooth gradation. An outstanding example of a variety 
which a number of Uncirculated pieces are known, but of which 
many are spotted. <j% $ 




75 1828 B-3 ^ieStntHI); C-2; G-3. 12 Stars. 82.1 grains. AU-55. Lus¬ 

trous medium brown color. A far above average strike. A very pleas¬ 
ing specimen of a coin which is difficult to obtain in a higher grade, 
although a number of alleged "Uncirculated" coins have been list¬ 
ed (Walter Breen, too, is skeptical that most of these are indeed 
in that grade). 

From Richard Picker in 1959. 



76 1829 B-l (Die State V) : C-l; G-l. 83.2 grains. MS-63 or finer. A su¬ 

perb specimen, well struck, with rich, glossy, lustrous fields ac¬ 
cented by subtle iridescence. A gorgeous coin from an aesthetic 
viewpoint. 

From David Pmskey to Albert Holden on November 22, 1908. 
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1831 Original Half Cent 

One of Two Known With Bronzed Surface . 
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(77/ 1831 B-l; C-l; G-l. Original. 84.0 grains. Uncirculated (or Proof) 
with special bronzed finish. On the numerical scale, with a "60" 
obverse and a "63 to 65" reverse. A few obverse nicks, in a line from 
the space between the first and second stars, across the jaw of Miss 
Liberty, keeps this from an overall 63 or finer evaluation. 

Concerning the finish of this issue, Walter Breen notes: "There 
may be a dozen business strikes, compared to eight or nine Proofs. 
One in the Smithsonian, seemingly Uncirculated, has a bronzed 
surface similar to mat found on some medals, some patterns in 
the early 1860s, and some Proof cents of 1829. Lot 1205, New Nether- 
land's 51st sale, June 19-20, 1958. I The coin now offere d for sale 
as part of the Norweb Collection.] i s also similar , thesetwo pieces 
are moot as to whether they were originally intended for Proofs; 
they certainly did not have prooflike appearance today. . . ." 

Walter Breen apparently considers it to be a Proof, for it is spe¬ 
cifically listed under his Proof Census on page 342 of his book, last 
entry in the right-hand column, described as bronzed Proof. 

The fame of the 1831 date is considerable, and for well over a 
century it has been recognized as a prime classic. The "original" 
pieces, such as offered here, have Breen's Obverse 1: The date from 
small punches, as used on the quarter dollars of this year, with 
the 3 slightly low. The stars are large, as on 1829 half cents, larger 


than those on f he years to follow. Walter Breen mentions a "small 
lump in the field about two thirds of the way over from lower lip 
to third star," but that is not present on the coin offered here, pos¬ 
sibly because the piece offered here, obviously a special striking, 
may have been produced early in the life of the obverse die. 

The reverse is Breen's Reverse A, and, among other points, is dis¬ 
tinguished by the position of the high leaf under the extreme right 
edge of the final S, which is different from the restrike issue (re¬ 
verse of 1836), and from various alterations. Under magnification, 
traces of the base of a letter, probably an E, can be seen within the 
wreath, below the cluster of leaves opposite the E in STATES. Ap¬ 
parently the engraver was careless with the letter punch, for the 
position is so dramatically incorrect that it could not have been in¬ 
tended as a properly situated letter. This same die was used to coin 
1832 half cents (Breen-10). 

In 1831 there was no commercial demand for half cents, for well 
over 100,000 were useless and in storage. However, Mint records 
indicate that 2,200 1831 half cents were struck. Apparently most 
of these went into circulation, thus accounting for the slightly over 
a dozen circulated pieces known (see following lot). 

From New Netherlands Coin Company's 51st sale, 1958, Lot 1205. 
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Prooflike Business Strike 1831 Half Cent 
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V®/ 1831 B-l; C-l; G-l. Original. Duplicate of preceding. 84.7 grains. 


Mrs. Norweb, t o be a 
web Collection. 1 

tion Census designates as the finest known b usiness strike origi¬ 
nal 1831 half cent (with the preceding lot being designated as a 


tQ be a Pr oo f, and inventoried as such in the Nor- 
n. this is The piece which Walter Breen in his Condi- 


bronzed Proof, ns noted). The coin displays a lovely medium brown 
surface with iridescent overtones. 

The dies are as preceding, again without a lump in the field in¬ 
dicating that this must have?cen an early striking. An pv. ■■i.Jino. 


nportant opportunity for the half cent specialist. 
mi Tlwmas L. Ehler to Albert Holden on October 17, 19011. 
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King Farouk's 1831 Original Half Cent 
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1831 B-l; C-l; G-l. Original. Duplicate of preceding. 83.2 grains. 
AU-50 or finer. The second finpst known business strike exam - 
ple of this date. A superb coin with medium brown coloration; 
sharply struck, and desirable in every detail. A tiny rim mark over 
M in AMERICA serves to identify the piece. 

This is from the same dies as the preceding, again without th e 
Jyntfriiin thn field, thus indicating an early striking. This piece was 
overlook ed bv Wall er Kmcn and does not appear in his Condition 
Census, although if it did, it would share top billing with the preced¬ 
ing lot, the finest known business strike. It could be that Walter 
Breen saw this coin, not the preceding piece, both of which are 
described as About Uncirculated. The point is moot, as both are 
superb. 




The appearance of a single original 1831 half cent in an auction 
would be a cause for numismatic excitement. The Norweb Collec¬ 
tion contains three originals, a situation which will be forever 
remembered by specialists in the series. 

I win the Palace Collection of King I'nmiik, 1954, Lit 1700. 
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Gem Proof 1831 First Restrike Half Cent 
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/ 1831 B-2 (The State I); unlisted by Cohen; G-1A. Reverse of 1836. 
First restrike. 82.5 grains. Proof-63 to 65. A gem specimen, pris¬ 


tine, with reflective medium brown fields highlighted by iridescence 
and, in protected areas, lighter mint color. Sharply struck and well 
defined in every detail. An outstanding example of this rarity. 

The obverse is from the same die used to coin the original half 
cents as presented earlier. The reverse is the same as that used in 
1836, Breen's Reverse A. At quick glance this can be differentiated 
from the preceding original by studying the position of the highest 
wreath leaf with relation to the base of the letter S. On the origi¬ 
nals the leaf is below the right edge of the S, and on the First Re¬ 
strike, the reverse of 1836, the highest leaf point is below the left 
part of the final S in STATES. 

Only Proofs were struck from these dies; no business strikes were 


made. It is believed that only about 20 are known to exist. Walter 
Breen relates that for many years no distinction was made between 
the First Restrike and the original. Ebenezer Gilbert, early student 
of the series, did not realize that the reverse on what we now 
the First Restrike was the same die he had described for an 1836 
half cent. "I lad he done so, he probably would have also disco 
ered that the cracked die state proves that these 1831s were struck 
long after the 1836s, which never show die cracks," according 
the same author. The reference is to the cracked reverse die which 
exists on Die State II of the First Restrike. The piece offered he 
is Die Slate I w ith a perfect reverse die. 

hvm Ilir Mayfield Collection, Stock's, Inminri/ 3(1-37 and rdnuani 
1958, Lot 515.' 
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One of Five Known 1831 Second Restrike Half Cents 

King Farouk's Specimen 
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f 1831 B-3; unlisted by Cohen; G-2. Reverse type of 1840-1857. Sec¬ 
ond Restrike. 77.46 grains. Proof-60 to 63. Light brown surfaces, 
the obverse with a tinge of an ancient fingerprint (visibleas ape¬ 
ries of separated tiny Hots’), and the reverse with iridescent hues. 
<A very attractive coin. 

The obverse is the standard 1831 die as used on originals and 
First Restrikes. Walter Breen notes that the die is "buckling," but 
this is not observable on the coin here offered, so perhaps it is one 
of the earliest strikings. 

The reverse is of the type by Christian Gobrecht regularly used 
oh half cents from 1840 to 1857, with small berries, and with this 
particular die identifiable by having diagonal die striations or file 
marks above RICA in AMERICA (the same die used to produce 
restrikes of other pieces, with dates in the 1840s). 

Only five specimens are known to exist, from possibly 12 made. 
The variety was first published by Edouard Frossard in the 19th 
century; 

The obverse dies of 1831 and 1836 were at some subse¬ 
quent date combined with the reverse of probably the 1856 
half cent, forming a combination known among collectors 
as the 1831 and 1836 Mint Restrikes. Only 12 of the 1831, 
and possibly fewer of the 1836, are said to have been issued. 

Per the Breen book, the known Proofs are as follows: 

1. Charles Steigerwalt, 1907 (John H. Clapp); Louis Eliasberg 
(1942); Eliasberg Estate. Proof. 


2. Byron Reed Collection; Reed Estate (1891) to the Omaha City 
Library. Proof. 

3. F.C.C. Boyd Collection, presented in the "World's Greatest Col¬ 
lection" sale by the Numismatic Gallery (Abe Kosoff and Abner 
Kreisberg), May 11, 1945, Lot 379; Joseph Brobston; Brobston Col¬ 
lection, Stack's Fixed Price List No. 69, January 1963; R.L. Miles, Jr.; 
Miles Collection, Stack's, 1969, to Q. David Bowers; Gene Rcale Col¬ 
lection. Proof. 76.6 grains. 

4. The piece offered here. King Farouk Collection, sold in the 
Palace Collection sale, February 1954, Lot 1700, to Abe KosofJ, to 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Henry Norweb. Proof. £* 6 

5. University of Rochester Collection, Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, 
June 1980, Lot 3019; R.E. Naft/ger, Jr. Collection. Proof. (Walter 
Breen notes that this is "possibly the same coin as No. 4, which 
is incorrect.) 

Of the five known specimens, it is exceedingly unlikely that even 
a single other example will come on the market in the foreseeable 
future. Hence, the present offering is one of extreme significance 
to the specialist. 

Prom the Palace Collection of King Paivtik, February 1954, to Abe Kosoff. 

Iluring the 1950s and early 19Mls, Mr?. R. I tenry Norweb was the only collector seek- 
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82 1832 B-l fDie Stnfp III, with guide line still visible, however); C-l; 

G-2. Reverse of 1831. 84.1 grains. AU-55. I.uslrous medium brown 


surfaces. (Listed as a Proof on page 350 of the Breen text; appar¬ 
ently due to the erroneous recording of notes.) 

The obverse is from the only die of the year, with small date 
numerals as in 1831 and as on the silver and gold issues of 1832, 
except for the half dollar. The reverse is of Breen's Reverse A, also 
used on 1831 originals, with the curious "stray" E visible peeking 
out from beneath' a leaf within the wreath. 

From Ben Green to Albert Holden on October 23, 1908. 


Rare Proof 1832 Half Cent 
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1832 B-2 (Dip statp II : C-2; G-l. 83.7 grains. Proof-63 or finer. The 
obverse is toned a gunmetal blue and gold, highly reflective, and 
with attractive iridescence. The reverse is a golden brown with iri¬ 
descent hues. The piece has a beautiful aesthetic appeal. 

The obverse is of the standard die used this year on all known 
half cent varieties, with small numerals in the date. The reverse 
differs from the preceding and is Breen's Reverse B. 

Only eight Proofs are recorded of this issue. They are listed as 
following in the Breen text: 

1. Peter Mougey Collection (sold by Thomas L. Elder, Septem¬ 
ber 1910), Lot 316, as "only one known"); Lyman H. Low; decades 
later owned by James J. Jelinski and Charles Surasky trading as 
Essex Numismatics. Proof. 

2. Allison W. Jackman Collection (sold by Henry Chapman, June 
1918, Lot 887); Daniel W. Valentine; Valentine Collection Sale (Tho¬ 
mas L. Elder, December 1927, Lot 536a); Hillyer C. Ryder; Ryder 
Estate, 1928; purchased by Wayte Raymond, December 1944; New 
Netherlands Coin Company's 44th sale, June 1954, Lot 310; Philip 
M. Showers; sold by Stack's to Willis I. Dupont in 1969; later in 
the hands of various dealers; now in a private collection. Proof. 


3. New Netherlands Coin Company's 51st sale, June 1958, Lot 
1206; Stack's; Inter auctioned by the same firm as part of the TAD 
Colle ction, March 1975, Lot 851; now owned by a Missouri spe¬ 
cialist. Proof. 

4. The specimen offered here. T. James Clarke Collection (sold 
by Abe Kosoff, April 21, 1956, Lot 464); Honorable and Mrs. R. 
Henry Norweb. Proof. 

5. Joseph Brobston Collection, Stack's, January 1973. Proof. 

6. Joseph C. Mitchelson Collection; Mitchelson Estate (1913); Con¬ 
necticut State Library. Proof. 

7. Henry C. Miller Collection sold by Thomas L. Elder, April 1917, 
Lot 1058; Lyman H. Low. Proof. (This coin may be duplicated in 
an earlier listing.) 

8. Specimen owned by Bruce Abrash. Cleaned Proof. 

From the T. James Clarke Collection sold by Abe Kosoff, 1956. 

T. lames Clarke, of Jamestown, New York, was a manufacturer of paper boxes and 
rotated goods and during the 1940s produced a series of rcctan| 
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84 1832 B-3 (PieSt<ite_H2; C-3; G-3. Repunched D on reverse. 83.3 

grains. AU-83. (jlossy chestnut brown surfaces. 

The obverse is the same as preceding; the only die of the year. 
The reverse is Breen's Reverse C and is easily distinguished by the 


repunching at the lower right of the D on the reverse, and also at 
ES of STATES. To the left of the A in AMERICA is a "ghost" of 
a previous A, begun in that position erroneously. Some other 
repunching is visible. On the present coin, Die State 11, the reverse, 
shows rust in the lower section, per the Breen plate coin (see 
footnote). 

From Stack's sale of the Baldenlwfer Collection, 1955, Lot 109. 



Superb Proof 1833 Half Cent 



1 <r>jp. Sfjitp tin- C-l; G-l. 84.8 grains. Proof-63. A superb 
en with gunmefal blue ' ... 


1833 B-l (J _ 

specimen with gunmefal blue toning on the obverse and a iight 
reverse. A kissing cousin to the coloration of the 1832 B-2 Proof 
(Lot 83) offered earlier, and perhaps originally from the same source, 
although it is not recorded where T. James Clarke acquired the 1832. 
We surmise that both came from the same collection generations 
ago, and that the toning difference is explained from the coins hav¬ 
ing been face-up in a cabinet. The present piece has an aesthetic 
appeal unmatched by few other Proofs of its issue. 

Just one pair of dies was employed to coin 1833 half cents. In¬ 
terestingly, Proofs apparently were coined over a period of months, 
for they were made from several different states of the die, before 
business strikes were later made from the same dies. As the Proof 
surface gradually lost its mirrorlike characteristic in the later produc¬ 


tion of business strikes, there were thousands of coins with "tran¬ 
sitional surfaces" made, some of which survive today as prooflike 
Uncirculated pieces. Again and again such pieces have been cata¬ 
logued as "Proofs," thus confusing the population census for true 
Proofs. 

We estimate that several dozen full Proofs, like this one, exist to¬ 
day. This number is larger than other half cents of the era and may 
be explained, as Walter Breen notes, by additional examples stuck 
to celebrate the opening of the Second Philadelphia Mint, in Janu¬ 
ary 1833. It is not unreasonable that such Proofs, costing 
virtually nothing, would have made nice souvenirs for the general 
public, although no documentation of such practice exists. 

From Ben Green to Albert Holden on October 23, 1908. 
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1833 B-l (Die Stale VI); C-l; G-l. Duplicate of preceding. 81.9 grains. 
AU-55. Rich glossy medium brown surfaces. A business strike ex¬ 
ample from a later state of the dies used to strike Lot 85. 


Red Proof 1834 Half Cent 



87 1834 B-l tDie State I): C-l; G-l. 86.26 grains. Proof-63 or finer. Bright 

red surfaces, original mint color, just beginning to fade to light 
brown. A small area of darker toning is seen on the reverse below 
the T of CENT. A superb specimen, certainly one of the finest of 
only about 18 Proofs known to exist. 

Only one die was used to produce 1834 half cents, and business 
• strikes and Proofs were struck from the pair. 

Proofs are very scarce, at least twice as scarce as those of the 
preceding date. As noted, about 18 examples are known to exist 
(per Walter Breen). No specific listing has ever been published. 

From the T. James Clarke Collection (Abe Kosoff, April 21, 1956). 



88 1835 B-l (Dje State II); C-l: G-2. 84.1 grains. MS-60 to 63. Original 

mint red fading to light brown, now about 40% red and 60% brown, 
evenly distributed on the obverse and reverse. A nice example of 
this issue. 

From Richard Picker in 1955. 
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Gem Proof 1835 Half Cent 
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( 1835 B-2 (Die State II) : C-2; G-l. 85.6 grains. Pfoof-64 to r 65. A gem 
cimen of splendid overall aspect. Fiery original mint red chang¬ 
ing to iridescent blue on the obverse and, on the reverse, light brown 
around the rims. A simply superb piece from an aesthetic and 
preservation viewpoint. Quality such as this is rarely seen. 

About a dozen and a half Proofs are known to exist, of which 
this certainlv is one of the finest. The raritv is approximately equal 

to Pro o fs of 1835 . c ■- 

I liini llle F' jallw s Clarke Collection, (sold by Abe Kosoff, April 195 6, 
Lot 467). 



90 1835 B-2 (Die State VI) ; C-2; G-l. 84.2 grains. AU-58 or better. Os¬ 

tensibly Uncirculated, possibly even MS-63, at quick glance, such 
evaluation based upon its light brown color, frost, and lustre. How¬ 
ever, under magnification there is friction on the higher spots, pos¬ 
sibly from coin-to-coin contact in a keg, so we conservatively grade 
it as AU-58. From an aesthetic viewpoint, the piece approaches 
many MS-63 coins we have seen (see footnote). 

From the Peter Mongey Collection Sale, Thomas L. Elder, September 
1, 1910, to Albert Holden. 
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Gem 1836 Original Proof Half Cent 
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1836 B-l; unlisted by Cohen; G-l. Original. 82.5 grains. Proof-63 
or better. A gem specimen with rich, light golden brown surfaces. 
Tiny twin tony flecks at the very center of the obverse serve to iden¬ 
tify the piece. A superb specimen of a quality rarely seen. 

The 1836, like the 1831, is one of the classic rarities of the half 
cent series. With the 1831, it is one of the two rarest of the Classic 
. Head design. 

Only one die was used this year, with small date numerals. This 
year marks the last appearance of the Classic Head motif introduced 
into the half cent series in 1809. 

The reverse is Breen's Reverse A, used on the earlier-dated 1831 
First Restrike half cent, with the Reverse of 1836. However, a studv 
of die states shows that the 1836 original half cents, including the 


piece here, were struck first; then the 1831-dated pieces employ¬ 
ing this reverse were produced. 

So far as is known, no business strikes were produced of this 
issue, and all known examples are Proofs or impaired Proofs. Walter 
Breen divides the 1836 half cents with this reverse style into two 
categories, those deemed "originals" and those deemed "first re¬ 
strikes," the second having dies buckled in the center. The distinc¬ 
tion is not particularly obvious, as a comparison between Lot 91 
and 92 will reveal. 

From the Palace Collection of King Farouk, February 1954, to Abe Knsoff 
Waller Breen speculates that this piece may earlier have belonged to Virgil 
Brand and Ur. Hall, or to Charles Williams. 
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Gem 1836 First Restrike Half Cent 
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1836 B-la; not listed by Cohen; G-l. First Restrike. 81.4 grains. 
Proof-63 or better. A superb piece with light brown and magenta 
toning. 

The dies are as preceding, but now the obverse is buckled at the 
center, a characteristic visible when it is held at a certain angle to 
the light and the Proof surface is reflected into the eye. The First 
Restrike otherwise is virtually identical to the original. 

Apparently, fewer than 10 examples of this variety have been 
traced. Walter Breen enumerates them as follows: 

1. Colonel E.H.R. Green Collection; Burdette G. Johnson (St. 
Louis Stamp & Coin Company); now owned by a Missouri spe¬ 
cialist. Proof. 81.8 grains. 

2. Peter Gschwend Collection (sold by Thomas L. Elder, June 1908, 
Lot 710, as an "original"); Hillyer C. Ryder; Ryder estate, 1928; Wnyte 
Raymond, December 1944; New Netherlands Coin Company's 44th 
Sale, June 1954, Lot 315. Proof. 79.8 grains. 

3. The piece here offered. Incorrectly listed by Walter Breen as 
being from Thomas L. Elder, circa 1935, but actually from the Dr. 


Christian Allenburger Collection (B. Max Mehl, March 23, 1948), 
to the Julius Windner Collection, Stack's, March 21, 1958. Proof. 
81.4 grains. (Walter Breen lists the "Elder coin" at 82.4 grains; ap¬ 
parently there was a mixup in that writer's notes, for the Norwebs 
had only one example of this variety.) 

4. Milton A. Holmes Collection, (Stack's, October 1960, Lot 1333). 
Proof. 78 grains. 

5. Joseph Brobston Collection (Stack's, January 1963, fixed price). 
Proof. 77.75 grains. 

6. Mayfield Collection, (Stack's, 1958, Lot 520); William 11. Penn 
III Collection (Stack's 1976, Lot 29). Proof. 82 grains. 

7. R.L. Miles, Jr. Collection. (Stack's, April 1969, Lot 48). Proof. 
82 grains. 

8. Gilhousen Collection (Superior, October 1973, Lot 9); Missouri 
collector. Proof. 79.5 grains. 

9. Ellis Robison Collection (Stack's, February 1982, Lot 364). Proof. 
Fivm the Christian Allenburger Collection sold In/ B. Max Mehl in 1948; 

Julius Windner Collection sold by Stack's in 1958. 
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Gem Proof 1840 Original Half Cent 
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1840 B-la; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. 81.6 grains. 
Proof-63 or finer. A gem, glittering specimen with bright reddish 
orange flaming coloration. A simply superb piece. Fewer than 20 
specimens are believed to exist, of which this is one of the very 
finest. This particular specime n was misattributed bv Walter B reen 
and is erroneousT ^TTgTP^on page 388 of hi s boo k as variety B-lb, 
from a repolished obversl* dll 1 Slid A wuiu anil lUjJolislietl reverse 
die. It should have been listed as B-la. 

The obverse is of the Braided Hair or Coronet style and marks 
the initial appearance of this design. The motif features Miss Lib¬ 
erty facing left, her hair tied up with beaded cords, and wearing 
a sharply pointed coronet. The motif is by Christian Gobrecht, who 
used it on the final cents coined in this year. The inspiration came 
from the head of Venus and Benjamin West's painting Omnia Vin- 
cila Amor, which was exhibited in Philadelphia the same year. 
"Gobrecht was not outstanding as a designer, but at least he knew 
enough to use suitable subjects from what was then considered 
as great American art," Walter Breen notes. The Coronet style was 
continued and used through the end of the half cent series, in 1857. 

The reverse depicts a continuous closed wreath loosely inspired 
by the earlier John Reich designs, but differently executed, as 
illustrated. 


The variety offered here is from the only obverse die of the 1840 
year. In this early state there are lig ht horizontal file mnrksjhetween 
the date and the first star, and a few light vertical lines at the sec¬ 
ond star, easily visible under magnification (and thus differentiat¬ 
ing it from B-lb, to which variety this was originally attributed in 
error). The reverse is of the "original" style, immediately identifa- 
ble by large berries in the wreath. 

Walter Breen relates that blanks for these coins were experimen¬ 
tall y reeded. t hen struck in a plain collar, obliterating the reeding, 
but leaving a knurled effect at the junction between the outer rim 
and edge, which indeed is visible on the present piece. 

From Elmer Sears to Albert Holden, circa 1908. 
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1840 First Restrike Half Cent 


One of Six Known 
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1840 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. First Restrike. 
83.0 grains. Proof-63 or finer. A superb specimen with copper- 
orange surfaces. 

This coin differs from the Breen description, inasmuch as the light 
horizontal die file marks between the date and the first star, and 
the v ertical lines of the second star arcstill visibly under magnifi¬ 
cation. It could be that later, after this coin was struck, the obverse 
die was polished, thus removing these lines, creating coins that 
conform to the Breen description. 


The reverse is the Small Berries variety, with doubling on the 
CHNT and ribbon. A high wire edge is around part of the obverse 
and reverse border. 

Walter Breen specifically lists two examples, the Brobston and 
Bryant coins, noting that "there are another four in private hands," 
making a total of six known specimen s, according to his records. 

From Stack’s sale of the "Empire" ColFeclion (Charles Cass), Novem¬ 
ber 12, 1957, hit 105. 
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1840 Second Restrike Half Cent 
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1840 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small berries. Second Restrike 
77.6 grains. Proof-64 to 65. A simply superb specimen. The obverse 
is a rich magenta color, while the reverse is magenta and gunmetal 
blue. A high wire edge surrounds most of the rim area. 

This a late die state, with the reverse buckling at the center. W alter 
Bre%n enumerates three specimens, the Brooston, Woltson, and 
Hinman pieces, noting that several others have been seen. 


Few if any of the coins, early or late die state, can match the pres¬ 
ent in charm or quality. It is simply superb. 

From Thomas L. Elder to Albert Holden, circa 1908. 
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1841 Original Half Cent 
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96 1841 B-l (Die State III); not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. 

Original. 83.6 grains. Proof-64 to 65. A superb specimen with 
magenta and electric blue toning. Sharply struck and outstanding 
in every particular. Certainly one of the finest of the two dozen 
or so known examples. 

The obverse displays the characteristic crack beginning at the bor¬ 
der just above the second star, continuing through the third, fourth, 
fifth, and sixth, brushing the seventh star, and into the border from 


whence it came. The die apparently failed early in its life, fo r only 
one impression from the nncracked die is known . The planchets 
Tor this variety, ns with B-ln, were experimentally reeded, then 
coined in a plain collar, obliterating the reeding, although traces 
of vertical bars on the edge can be seen in shadow form if the coin 
is studied carefully and under the right light. 

From Thomas L. Elder to Albert Holden on December 17, 190S. 










Exceedingly Rare 1841 First Restrike Half Cent 



1841 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. First Restrike. 
83.2 grains. Proof-60/63, the coin being separated from a higher valu¬ 
ation because of a scratch at the fifth star. The obverse is from the 
same die as preceding, with the obverse break in about the same 
state. 

The reverse is the First Restrike type, with doubling on the word 




CENT, particularly the final letter, and on the wreath ribbon. 

This variety is High Rarity-7, almost Rarily-8, wit h just foiuLspcci.- 
mens reported. I t is believed that this example is one of those afore - 
mentioned. As such, this is one of the very rarest of all Proof half 
cent variations of the 1840s. A prime item for the specialist. 

From Stock's, dote not recorded. 








1841 Second Restrike Half Cent 



98 1841 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. 

77.9 Grains. Proof-63 or finer. A beautiful piece with light leather- 
brown toning overlaid with delicate iridescent hues. A simply su¬ 
perb piece. 

From or attributed to Breen's Senes^^a late die state, thin plan- 


chet, with a wire rim around part of the border. Walter Breen notes 
that just four exa mples were seen of this variati iWr-An important 
opportifrwy for flicspecialist. 

From the Palace Collection of King, Farouk, February 1954, Lot 1700, 
to Abe Kosoff. 
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1841 Second Restrike Half Cent, Heavy Plancliet 



... . 1841 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. 
Heavy planchet. 97.3 grains. Proof-63 or finer. Beautiful light red¬ 
dish orange coloration on the obverse, save for a small area of dar¬ 
ker toning in the field near the fourth star. The reverse is magenta 
and steel. The coin is well struck and sharp throughout. 

The obverse die is from the preceding, but later than the Origi¬ 
nal and First Restrike impressions. The piece apparently was struck 
with a high wire rim, or was even heavier than it is now, for the 
reverse rim shows Mint-made file marks, either to remove the wire 
edge or to reduce the weight, or both. 


This is a member of the rare Scries V category, thick planchet, 
for which Walter Breen lists the following known examples. 

1. The I .onis F.liasberg Collection. 

2. The piece offered here. Collection of Mrs. R. Henry Norweb, 
from B. Max Mehl in 1937. 

3. New Netherlands Coin Company's 56th Sale, June 1962, Lot 
461, to Lester Merkin; subsequently in Lester Merkin's sale of June 
1971, Lot 538. Weight: 96.9 grains. 

An important opportunity for the specialist. 

From B. Max Mclil in 1937. 
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Fiery Red 1842 Original Half Cent 
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100 1842 B-l; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. Original. 85.4 
grains. Proof-64 to 65, with fiery mint red surfaces just beginning 
to tone delicate light brown. Some flecks are visible under mag¬ 
nification. A brilliant, dazzling specimen of a quality rarely seen 
and even more rarely offered for sale. A simply superb coin which 
the connoisseur will appreciate as possibly being the finest of its 
kind. 

This particular coin, which traces its pedigree to the Charles A. 
;xt: "At least one has the same kind of fi . 

1 


It is probably the case that fewer thar 
survive. Walter Breen mentions examp 
malic Society and Mint collections, nc 
are traced, one more reported. One of I 
set in the Oscar G. Schilke estate" (s 


a dozen unimpaired Proofs 
?s in the American Numis- 
nting that "10 other Proofs 
ese is reportedly in a Proof 


-xt: "At least one has the same kind of fiery brilliance as the 1841s; 
have not seen this piece recently enough to verify if it a 
me peculiar edge of the 1840 coins 
Cass, 'Empire,' Lot 107. Others ar 
when mint red." 

To answer Walter Breen's implied 
on reeded edge stock; at least no traces of the reeding 
are visible, even under high magnification. "During me 
latter half of the 19th century, this was the most coveted of 
in the 1840s," the same author notes. 







Duplicate 1842 Original Half Cent 
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1842 B-l; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. Original. 81.2 
grain s. VF-20. A circulated specimen showing smooth, pleasant 
wear, perhaps the type that is sometimes euphemistically referred 
to as "honest wear" (whatever that is). Medium brown surfaces. 
A duplicate of the preceding, and acquired at a very early date, 
before the finer specimen, offered in the preceding lot, was 
obtained. 
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1842 First Restrike Half Cent 



1842 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. First Restrike. 
78.1 grains. Proof-63 or finer. Light brown surfaces with hints of 
electric blue, particularly around the border of the obverse and on 
the reverse. A superb coin. 

This piece is a part o f Series 111 , which Walter Breen described 
as having a thin flan (which thisTndeed has), and with a "die flaw 
at the fourth star." The only "problem" is that the die flavv at the 


tXk c ' L /"\ ? 

fourth star also occurs on the originals of this date, at least on the 
specimen just offered. The question is, does this die flaw exist on 
nil 1842 half cents, originals as well as restrikes? 

Walter Breen cn umcratesJivc knovm »ftr>ecimens of this variation, 
but the present coin is not mentioned, making it a sixth. 

From the I’nlnce Collection of King Varouk, Febritan/ 1954, L4 1700, 
to Abe Kosoff. 
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1842 Second Restrike Half Cent 
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1842 B-3; not listed by CohenrG-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. 

86.9 grains. Proof-65. A glittering, gem specimen with rich light 
golden and magenta coloring. As close to perfection as we have 
ever seen in this issue, a superb piece which would be memorable 
for its condition alone, never mind the fact that it is a rarity! 






This is an early ii 


Series IV for which Walter Breen 
exist: The Showers-Dupont 

Peep 


tra^djust two specimens known 

coin, now in a Missouri Collection; andthe coin offered he 
ly and boldly struck, with a wire rim around much of the border. 
From Thomas L. Elder to Albert Holden, circa 1908. 




















Incredible 1843 Original Proof Half Cent 



1 104^1843 B-la; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. Original. 86.3 
grains. Proof-65. A splendid, superb, breathtakingly beautiful 
g em worthy of just about every superlative you want to apply. 
We doubt if a finer Proof half cent exists of any issue. Memorable 
for its condition alone, with the great rarity of the issue simply be¬ 
ing an added bonus! 

The base of the 8 shows repunching. Som e short Hip filp marks. 
as made, slant up from the border to the stars at the lower left ob- 
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1843 First Restrike Half Cent 



\l843 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. First Restrike. 
/ 81.6 grains. Proof-60. Kept from a higher classification by a few scat¬ 
tered flecks. Attractive golden and iridescent surfaces. Very sharp¬ 
ly struck. Some Mint-caused lint marks are visible under high mag¬ 
nification in the obverse field (see footnote). 

The obverse is as preceding, but has been rppnlished with the 
die file marks being weaker and the repunching on the numeral 
8 only a shadow of its former self. It is the numeral 8 th at is the 
"J rnost diagnostic. 

C. r*The reverse is the Small Berries style with di agonal striatio ns over 
/ RIC A. * 

't his is a member o f Series I, a nd an early die state (for the is¬ 


sue). Walter Breen notes the existence o f just two examph" 
variety , one which we sold for The Johns Hopkins Univ. 
part of the Garrett Collection in 1979, and the other in a ' 
collection," quite possibly the piece offered here. 

From J.C. Morgenthau in September 1935. 

With reference to the above description, lint marks appear as t 
of proof coins and were caused by lint or fabric strands adherin 
after it was wiped. During the process of preparing Proof “ 
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mrr. 


















1843 Second Restrike Half Cent 



106 1843 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. 
Heavy planchet. 96.2 grains. Proof-64. The surfaces are a rich red¬ 
dish brown color, punctuated by a few stray flecks which keep this 
out of the Proof-65 category. A simply superb specimen which will 
delight the connoisseur. 

The obverse is as on the preceding coin, while the reverse is the 
style with small berries and with die file marks over RICA of 


Walter Breen does not record the weights of extant half cents, but 
this piece probably fits under what he designates a s Scries V. " thick 
flans," of which he specifically cites one example as being the Jenks- 
Clapp-Eliasberg coin, and "at least one other Proof has been seen." 
Perhaps that "one other" is the piece offered here. The coin is boldly 
struck and has a wire rim around about half of the obverse and 


AMERICA. 


Obtained in 1957, source not recorded. 








1844 Original Half Cent 



107 1844 B-l; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. Original. 80.0 
grains. Proof-60. Medium brown surfaces with magenta and gun- 
metal blue tinges. A very attractive specimen of this issue. 

Perhaps 15 or so originals are known totally. Walter Breen cites 
the location of four pieces, mentioning that "there are at least a 
dozen others known in collectors' hands." 


* 2 - n 

The obverse has small numerals in the date, with the first three 
(not just the second two) numerals lightly repunched at their bases. 
The reverse is of the Large Berries style associated with Originals. 
Only one die state has been recorded. 

From the Palace Collection of King Farotik, February 1954, Lit 1700, 
to Abe Kosoff. 








1844 First Restrike Half Cent Rarity 



4 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. First Restrike. 
f 2-5 grains. Proof-60/63. The obverse has a small scratch at the fourth 
star, thus keeping it from an overall Proof-60 classification. A num¬ 
ber of flecks characterize the obverse field, which is otherwise fiery 
and brilliant. The reverse is toned a mottled light and medium 
brown coloration, the medium brown area having nuances of 
magenta as well. 

The mark near the fourth star may be related to the mark on Lot 
97, on the fifth star of that coin. While this is simply conjecture, 
perhaps it is a privy mark or some mark of ownership from de¬ 
cades ago, when cabinet coins were sometimes marked by their 
owners. (For example, one 1804 silver dollar has an initial counter- 
stamped on the reverse, we have seen initials on the reverses of 
different early half dollars, and Stephen K. Nagy once told the writ¬ 


er that many years ago he placed "private marks" on coins that 
he handled, items such as Gobrecht silver dollars, so he could recog¬ 
nize them at a later date.) 

The obverse is the regular die of the year, as preceding. The re¬ 
verse is of the Small Berries style with CPNT doubled, particular¬ 
ly the last letter, and with doubling on the ribbon. 

The 1844 First Restrike half cent is characterized by its extreme 
rarity. Walter Breen notes that it is High Rarity-7, nearly Rarity-8, 
and accounts for just fi ve specimen s known to exist. It is believed 
that the coin offered here isthe fourth in his list, the Frank Collec¬ 
tion piece. Here is a major opportunity for the specialist. 

Apparently the B. Frank Collection (Stack's, November 1956), Lit 28, 
to Richard Picker. 









1844 Second Restrike Half Cent 



TV>- V.% 


109 1844 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. 
78.4 grains. Proof-64 to 65. A simply superb specimen with bright 
mint red lightly fading to natural brown. A pristine coin of a quali¬ 
ty seldom encountered. 

The piece is on a thin planchet (as evidenced by the weight) and 


has partial wire rims and probably fits into Walter Breen's Series 
VI category, of which he knows of six extant specimens. 

From Ihe I'alacc Collection of King Famuk, February 1954, Lot 1700, 
lo Abe Kosoff. 
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1845 Original Half Cent 



110 1845 B-la; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. Original. 85.2 
grains. Proof-60. A few scattered marks are visible under magnifi¬ 
cation. Brown surfaces with sea green and iridescent toning. Quite 
attractive overall. 

The obverse is similar in configuration to the preceding. The date 
numerals are small. The final digit was cut too high, repunched 
below the base, and is tilted somewhat to the right, all of which 
under magnification render the issue quite distinctive. The left side 
of the date is too low on the coin, with the 1 being too close to 


the denticles. The denticle immediately below the date is shorter 
than the others, possibly to "make room" for the numeral. 

The reverse is the standard Large Berries style as associated with 
originals. 

Walter Breen notes the existence of just 14 coins. The piece of¬ 
fered here is that described as being from J.C. Morgenthau in Sep¬ 
tember 1905, although undoubtedly the date 1935 was intended, 
for that represents the actual transaction time. 

From ].C. Morgenthau in 1935. 
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1845 First Restrike Half Cent 



V.L 

111 1845 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. First Restrike. 
81.6 grains. Proof-63. Bright surfaces tempered with some light 
brown toning and with a few obverse fletks. Overall a very attrac¬ 
tive example. 

This issue is very rare, listed as Rarity-7 by Walter Breen. He 
delineates just five early strikings, including the piece offered here 
(which is the first in his list) plus two later strikings, for a total of 


seven specimens known to exist. Here's one of the greatest rari¬ 
ties among Proof half cents of the 1840s. 

The obverse is from the die used to strike the preceding, while 
the reverse is the small berries type with outlines on CEN T, espe¬ 
cially the last letter, and on the wreath ribbon. 

From the Palace Collection of King Famuk, February 1954, Lot 1700, 
to Abe Kosoff. 










J 


Bowers and Merena — Half Lcnls 


Gem Proof 1845 Second Restrike Half Cent 



• fry cu l u? l i; tw. Small. 

78.3 grains. Proof-65 or finer. A gem specimen. Probably the finest 
known example. The obverse is a fiery mint red, tempered to 
orange-brown, with some nuances of iridescence. The reverse is 
gold, sea green, and magenta. The entire piece is "pretty as a 
picture." 

This piece is part of Series VI, thin planchet, with wire rims. 


i cites j usnhrre exampl es known to him, to which the 
mrfiHJrtfTvVilter Krc'enTl 


Waller T-. , -- 

ay of Knowing about 
this one, for it has remained in the Norweb Collection for over three 
arters of a century. 

obverse is as preceding. The reverse is the Small Kerries style 


li diagonal die striations above RICA. 

i Thomas L. Eliier to Albert llnhlcit, on October 17. IWfi. 
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113 1846 B-l; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. Original. 

_ grains. Proof-63 or finer. A very nice striking, sharp, with reddish 

K , brown surfaces. Struck from unclogged dies, lacking foreign mat- 
\ ter above CE as seen on several examples. 

The obverse date is very curious. Walter Breen notes that the 
numerals are "apparently hand-engraved rather than logotyped," 
although the present writer finds this difficult to believe. Under 
magnification the numerals are not as "precise" as found on earli¬ 
er and later coins, with the 8 in particular having a rather crude 
appearance. The present writer is inclined toward the view that 
all numerals are indeed from punches, perhaps individually (rather 


The comparison of the dates on the obverses of 1846 and 1847 
half cents shows the crude nature of the 8 in 1846, as compared 
to the standard. Anomaly is unexplained. 

than a four-digit logotype), but not "hand-engraved." Were they 
hand-engraved, the definition between the field and the sides of 
the numerals would not be as sharp. The 8; somewhat crude in 
appearance, may have been made from a numeral punch crafted 
on the spot; certainly it lacks the symmetry and precision of, say, 
the same digit on an 1845 half cent. Here is one of those mysteries 
that makes numismatics interesting. 

The reverse is the standard Large Berries or Original style. 

The population probably is somewhere between 15 and 20 pieces, 
with Walter Breen noting that there are at least 16 known. 

From J.C. Morgenthau in 1935. 
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1846 First Restrike Half Cent 



~S3.0 

114 ll846 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. First Restrike. 

*— ^82.6 grains. Proof-63/60. Attractive reddish brown surfaces. With 
wire rim around most of the obverse and reverse. 

A High Rarity-7 issue. Walter Breen notes that just four speci¬ 
mens are known to exist. As such, here is one of the prime rarities 
among Proof half cents of the 1840s and also in the present collec¬ 
tion. This piece is specifically mentioned as being the first in his 
Census list. The known examples are: 

1. The piece offered here. From the Peter Mougey Collection sold 
by Thomas L. Elder, September 1910, Lot 329, to Thomas L. Elder, 
who was bidding on the "book" for Albert F. Holden. 


2. Leon Bookman Collection; Hollinbeck-Kagin Coin Company's 
sale of September 1972. 

3. Metropolitan New York NumismaticConyention, possibly later 
in the 1976 ANA Convention, Stack's, now in a Missouri collection. 

4. Jon Hanson to Donald Groves. 

Another major opportunity for the specialist. 

The obverse is from the "Curious Date" die as preceding. The 
reverse is the style with Small Berries, with CENT, particularly the 
last letter, doubled, and with the bow outlines doubled. 

From the Peter Mougey Collection sold by Tlwwas L. Elder, September 
1-3, 1910, Lot 329, to Thomas L. Elder, bidding for Albert Holden. 
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1846 Second Restrike Half Cent 



© 1846 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. 
97.6 grains. Proof-64. Kept from the Proof-65 category by a few ob¬ 
verse flecks. Attractive medium brown coloration, somewhat light¬ 
er around the border of the obverse, with delicate iridescent hues. 
Sharply struck and well defined in all areas. 

The obverse is as preceding, the "Curious Date." A spine or thorn 
protrudes from the neck of Miss Liberty, just below the chin, and 
extends into the field pointing slightly above the second star, ex¬ 
tending into the field for about half the length of the chin. This 
mark is not noted in the Breen text. The presence or absence of 
this "thorn" on other 1846-dated half cents may help to determine 


the order of striking (the previous two pieces offered in this sale 
did not have this feature). 

The reverse is of the Small Berries style with diagonal die stria¬ 
tums over RICA. 

The piece offered here is from Breen's Series V and is listed as 
the T. James Clarke specimen. Walter Breen notes four others of 
Series V, plus additional of other states, totaling slightly more than 
a dozen altogether, making it High Rarity-6. 

Prom the T. lames Clarke Collection, sold by Abe Kasoff, April 21, 1956, 
to Richard Picker. 
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1847 Large Berries Restrike Half Cent 

One of Two Known Specimens 



116 1847 B-lb; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. Traditionally 
"Original," classified by Walter Breen as a "Restrike." 81.3 grains. 
Proof-63 or finer. Mostly bright surfaces, fading to light brown, wth 
a few flecks on the obverse. A sharply defined example. 

Traditionally, Large Berries half cents are classified as "Originals," 
and if this were the case, this would be one of about two dozen 
originals known. However, Walter Breen considers this piece to be 
a special restrike, in Series VII, designated by him as B-lb, with 
just two specimens known to exist. In other words, this is an im¬ 
pression from the Large Berries reverse die, but at a date later than 
that indicated on the coin, probably not much later, however. 

Listed as Rarity-8, the following two specimens are known to exist: 

1. The piece offered here. From the Norweb Collection. Incor¬ 
rectly noted as weighing 86 grains. 


2. The Philip M. Showers Collection coin, now owned by a Mis¬ 
souri collector. 86 grains. 

This piece was acquired as an original in 1935 from J.C. Morgen- 
thau. The later distinctions presented by Walter Breen were not even 
thought of at the time. For the specialist this represents an excel¬ 
lent opportunity to acquire what may be the only specimen to ap¬ 
pear on the market for a long time. 

The obverse is of the standard die of the year. The reverse is the 
Large Berries style customarily associated with originals. The die 
has been repolished, and the vertical file marks to the left of the 
star, seen on Originals, are now faint. The reverse die is in a later 
state than normal. 

From ].C. Morgenllinu in 1935. 
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Gem Proof 1847 Second Restrike Half Cent 



/On 


n.\ uA 




m7 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. 
j 7 L^L a ' nS ‘ ^ roo ^“ 65 * ^ 8 cm specimen of superb quality. Rich red¬ 
dish brown surfaces with a tinge of light iridescence characterize 
the obverse and reverse. Certainly no finer specimen could exist. 
An absolutely breathtaking coin. 


1 lie piece is from Breen's Series IV. The obverse is from the stan¬ 
dard die of the year. The reverse is of the Small Berries style, with 
diagonal die striations over RICA. 

From Thomas L. Elder to Albert Holden, October 17, 1908. 
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1848 Large Berries Restrike Half Cent 

One of Two Known Specimens 



V 

S^B-lb; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries. Restrike. 83.7 
grains. Proof-63 or finer. Medium brown surfaces with attractive 
iridescence, the obverse being slightly lighter than the reverse. This 
particular piece has been personally classified by Walter Breen as 
his variety 1-b, distinguished from B-la by having a repolished ob¬ 
verse die, with faint lines in the die, spaced apart, slanting down 
to the right between the edge and the top of the head. 

Walter Breen notes that just two specimens are known to exist: 

1. The specimen offered here. From the collection of King Fa- 
rouk, sold in Cairo, February-March 1954, Lot 1700. Mentioned by 
Walter Breen as having a "exceptionally thick flan," but he may have 


noted this from hearsay, rather than in-person examination, as 
otherwise he would have mentioned that he saw it in the Norweb 
Collection. The flan is no thicker than normal (indeed, it is a hair 
lighter than the standard 84.0 grains), although it is imperceptibly 
thicker than the next coin, which is lighter. 

2. Joseph Brobston Collection coin, sold by Stack's as "original" 
in 1963. 79.3 grains. 

Another important opportunity for the advanced specialist. 

From the Palace Collection of King Farouk, Februry 1954, Lot 1700, to 
Abe Kosoff. 
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1848 First Restrike Half Cent 
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119 1848 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. First Restrike. 
83.7 grains. Proof-63 or finer. Mostly bright surfaces, with a sug¬ 
gestion of light brown toning. A few flecks are visible under mag¬ 
nification. A far above-average example of this issue. 

This is from Breen's Series I, an early die state. It is noted that 
about a dozen Proofs have been seen and that more may exist. 

The reverse is of the Small Berries style with doubling on CENT, 
especially the last letter, and on the wreath ribbon. 

From Thomas L. Elder to Albert Holden, October 17, 1908. 

When Mrs. R. Henry Norweb was collecting these, the distinctions were simpler than 
those presented by Walter Breen at a later date in his book. Stated briefly, Mrs. Norweb 


and her contemporaries recognized three varieties of each date from 1840 through 1848, 
and of the 1849 Small Dale. As enumerated earlier, these were as follows: (1) Originals, 
with large berries. The concept of having restrikes with large berries, as offered here in 
Lots 116 and 118, was not known. (2) Small berries reverse, with doubling on CENT and 
wreath ribbon. The First Restrike. (3) Small berries reverse, with diagonal die striations 
over RICA. Known as the Second Restrike. 

The various die states of the restrikes had not been studied or published. 

The offering of Proof half cents in the present catalogue is the largest and finest ever 
presented in numismatic history. Had Mrs. Norweb lived to a later date, undoubtedly 
the more easily available 1847 and 1848 originals with large berries would have been ad¬ 
ded to the collection; as it is, the examples she has are the exceedingly rare large berries 
restrikes, great rarities, although she never knew it. 
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1848 Second Restrike Half Cent 



qi.fe 

120 1848 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. 
96.3 grains. Proof-63 or finer. Medium brown surfaces with sea 
green and iridescent toning. 

The obverse is struck from a very late state of the die, bulged and 
repolished. The reverse is of the Small Berries style with diagonal 


file marks above RICA, the Second Restrike. The issue here is of 
Series V, thick planchet, and is specifically mentioned in the Breen 
text, but the pedigree before the Norweb Collection is not 
mentioned. 

From New Netherlands Coin Company, March 30, 1955. 
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1848 Second Restrike Half Cent 

Early Die State j Pt>lo FT 3A 



121 1848 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. The dies are as preceding, except that this is a slightly earlier state 

Earlier die state than the preceding. 97.0 grains. Proof-63 to 65. A of the dies with the bulging not as pronounced, 

splendid specimen with light brown and iridescent fields. A high Front Stack's sale of March 1958, Lot 741. 

wire rim is seen on part of the obverse and reverse, particularly 
the obverse. A small mark on Miss Liberty's cheek can be seen un¬ 
der magnification. 
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1849 Small Date, Large Berries Half Cent 



W.l 


122 1849 B-l; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Small Date. Large Berries. Tradi¬ 
tionally called “Original." 81.8 grains. Proof-63 or finer. Most of 
the original mint red, with some toning to brown on the reverse, 
and with a few flecks. A tiny bump is noted on the reverse edge 
above the first T in STATES. A very attractive example of a very 
elusive issue. 

This is the issue with large berries traditionally known as the 
"Original," but Walter Breen mentions that it could have been pro¬ 
duced later than the date indicated. Walter Breen's comments on 
this are extensive and relevant, and are discussed in detail in the 
footnote below. 

The 1849 Large Berries half cent has always been a classic rarity 
in the series. Walter Breen notes that 12 specimens are known to 
exist. The Norweb Collection piece is specifically enumerated in 
Walter Breen's inventory and is described as a "Series VII Restrike, 
knife rims." In actuality, the piece has a wire rim around the re¬ 
verse, not as high as seen on some coins, and not at all on the re¬ 
verse. The specific inventory is listed in Breen and is abbreviated 
here, with the first owner listed: (1) Brock Collection, (2) John G. 
Mills Collection, (3) Anderson-Dupont Collection, (4) Dr. Charles 
A. Cass Collection, (5) RC.C. Boyd Collection, (6) F.R. Alvord Col¬ 


lection, (7) Joseph Brobston Collection, (8) Hazen I Unman (not Buol 
as listed) Collection, (9) R.L. Miles, Jr. Collection, (10) Mrs. R. Henry 
Norweb Collection, (11) Philip M. Showers Collection, (12) Wil- 


Acquired by Albert Holden on September 6, 1909. 
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1849 First Restrike Half Cent 
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123 1849 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Date. Small Berries. First 
• Restrike. 84.1 grains. Proof-63 or better. Mottled light and medi¬ 
um brown surfaces with tinges of gunmetal blue. Sharply struck 
and very attractive. 

The obverse is the same as the preceding "Original." The date 
numerals are small, nearly touch each other, and there is repunch¬ 
ing visible under magnification when the last digit is examined 
closely. 


The reverse is of the small berries style, with doubling of CENT, 
particularly the last letter, and the outline to the wreath ribbon. 
This is the standard "First Restrike" reverse. 

The piece is from an early state of the dies and is specifically men¬ 
tioned in Walter Breen's text. As a variety, the First Restrike is very 
rare, and it is believed that fewer than 15 exist. 

Acquired by Albert Holden from Thomas Elder on October 17, 1908. 
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124 1849 B-4 (Die State II), C-l, G-3. Large Date. Small Berries. 82.9 
| grains. EF-45 or better. Medium brown surfaces. A small pinprick 
is noted above the head. 

i A nice specimen for the grade of the first circulating or business 

strike issue of the 1840s. 

From the Palace Collection of King Farouk, 1954, Lot 1700, to Abe Kosoff. 

UP *532 _ 

Gem Proof 1850 Half Cent 





L26 1850 B-l; C-l; G-l. 85.1 grains. AU-55 to MS-60. Medium brown 
surfaces. A nice example of this business strike issue. 

127 1851 B-l (Die State III); C-l; G-l. 80.7 grains. AU-58. Reddish brown 
, \ surfaces, with significant original mint color remaining in protect- 
ed areas. 

An impression from the only dies of the year. 

From J.W. Scott &.Company to Albert Holden on October 28, 1908. 

'boox £.15 * 532 . 
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B-l; C-l; G-l. 85.6 grains. Proof-64 to 65. A glittering gem speci¬ 
men, mint red toned to delicate light brown. Bold in every detail. 
A wire rim is present on much of the obverse and reverse. A sim¬ 
ply superb example of this rarity. 

The obverse and reverse are from the same dies used to make 
circulation strikes. The date is small and, as Walter Breen says, thin 
at the bases of the numerals. The final digit leans slightly to the 
right. In LIBERTY the base of the T has a protrusion from it, a double 
punching. 

The reverse is similar to that used on 1849 business strikes and 
is very bold in its details. 

Walter Breen notes that about a dozen specimens have been s( 
or reported. Mr. and Mrs. R. Henry Norweb considered the piece 
to be a major rarity, and noted so in their records, believing it to 
be rarer than Walter Breen suggests. The issue is indeed among 
the most elusive of the series, but as business strike impressions 
exist from these dies it does not have the "Proof-only" status ac¬ 
corded to the 1840-1848 and 1849 Small Date issues, so thus it does 
not share their fame. The specialist, however, will recognize it as 
a major opportunity. 

From the Chapman brothers, April 16, 1903; later from New Nether¬ 
lands Coin Company, 1954. 
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1852 Large Berries "Original" Half Cent 





1842^ -4; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Large Berries Reverse. Called 
'"Onginal" by some, called "Restrike Series VII" by Walter Breen. 
83.5 grains. Proof-63 or finer. From the R.L. Miles, Jr. Collection 
(Stack's 1969), as "Original," described as "a superb brilliant Proof 
and full of original mint color. One tiny carbon fleck on reverse 
barely worthy of m ention. The coin is absolutely pristine! This speci- 
'men is probably the finest known. . . ." 

. . The piece is a superb specimen, as describe d, of the Large Ber- 

tj . -4 -4 ries Reverse, one of the great classics in the~Ffcalf cent series, and 
• pne of the most important coins in the present catalogue. Appar¬ 
ently just five pieces are known to exist, with the Miles Collec¬ 
tion specimen offered in 1969 being the first to cross the auction 
block in several decades, and with none being auctioned since then. 
A census of the known specimens is provided by Walter Breen: 

1. John G. Mills Collection; Chapman Brothers; John H. Clapp; 
Louis Eliasberg. Proof. 

2. George W. Rice Collection; Dunham Collection; Williams Col¬ 
lection; Brobston Collection. Proof. 83.0 grains. ■ - ■ 

3. The piece offered here. R.C.W. Brock Collection; University 
of Pennsylvania; Phillip H. Ward, Jr.; C.J. Dochkus; Harry J. For¬ 
man; R.L. Miles, Jr. Proof. 

4. James Aloysius Stack Collection. Proof. Not seen by Walter 
Breen. 


5. F.R. Alvord Collection; Chapman Brothers; F.C.C. Boyd Col¬ 
lection. Very Good, damaged. 

When last sold, the piece was described as an original, reflect¬ 
ing the "state of the art" at the time. And, for decades earlier, many 
considered this issue to be an original. Walter Breen considers it 
to be a restrike. See the footnote for a further discussion. 

Only a few specialists over the years have ever owned an 1852 
Large Berries half cent. The piece here offered is one of the most 
important opportunities in the present catalogue. 

From the R.C.W. Brock Collection to the Brock Estate (1892), to the 
University of Pennsylvania; Phillip H. Ward, Jr., a Philadelphia stamp 
dealer, to C.J. Dochkus, a Philadelphia coin dealer, to Harry J. Forman, 
a Philadelphia coin dealer; R.L. Miles, Jr. Collection, sold by Stack's April 
1969, to Q. David Bowers; to Spink & Sort, Ltd. 

■n devotes the best part of two pages (444 and 445) of his text to a discus- 
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1852 First Restrike Half Cent 



129 1852 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. First Restrike. 
82.3 grains. Proof-63. Medium brown surfaces with iridescent over¬ 
tones. A few flecks are visible under magnification. A wire rim 
characterizes much of the border. 

The obverse is from the standard die of the year used on all 
varieties. 


The reverse is the Small Berries die with double impressions on 
CENT, particularly the last letter, and on the wreath ribbon—the 
reverse used to produce the First Restrike varieties 1840-1848. 

From the Palace Collection of King Farouk, February 1954, Lot 1700, 
to Abe Kosoff. 
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1852 Second Restrike Half Cent 



130 1852 B-3; not listed by Cohen; G-2. Small Berries. Second Restrike. 
96.7 grains. Proof-64. Medium brown surfaces with light iridescent 
overtones. 

The obverse is as preceding. The reverse is the Small Berries die 
with diagonal die striations over RICA of AMERICA. This piece 
is stuck on an extraordinarily heavy planchet weighing 96.7 grains. 
It is the discovery coin for the variety, and is mentioned in Walter 
Breen's Proof census as such. 

The 1852 Second Restrike is a prime rarity in the series, and just 
a few pieces are known. Walter Breen enumerates them as follows: 

1. The piece offered here. Thomas L. Elder's 20th sale, October 
1908, as "Original,"; the discovery coin. Proof. 

2. Byron Reed Collection; Omaha City Library. Proof. 


3. Robert Schonwalter Collection; Richard Picker; Missouri Col¬ 
lection, d^roof. 97.2 grains. 

3. New Netherlands Coin Company; ANA Convention Sale, 1977 
(Kagin); Robison Collection (Stack's, February 1982). Proof. 

4. W. Elliot Woodward's 31st sale, September 1980; T. Harrison 
Garrett; John Work Garrett; The Johns Hopkins University; Bow¬ 
ers and Ruddy Galleries Sale, November 1979, Lot 46; R.E. Naftz- 
ger, Jr. Proof. 

5. Q. David Bowers inventory circa 1956, specimen found unat¬ 
tributed at a convention. Proof. 

6 and 7. Two specimens reported to Walter Breen but not set 

From Thomas L. Elder to Albert Holden, on October 17, 1908. 


- 100- 








6>ao5 [& 




Bowers apd Merena — Half Cents 


069 


H 



ry i . i Bowers and Merena — Half Ce 

-V 'K&eJk~ yL*U£5 ^|o g 


131 1853 B-l (Die State II); C-l; G-l. 85.7 grains. MS-60. Lustrous brown 
surfaces. An impression from the only pair of dies used this year. 
From J.W. Scott & Company to Albert Holden on October 20, 1908. 


^ 5 



132 1854 B-l (Die State I); C-l; G-l. 85.2 grains. MS-60 to 63. Lustrous 
light brown surfaces with hints of magenta. 

From J.W. Scott & Company to Albert Holden in 1908. 


1854 Pr< 


Proof Half Cent 

cHjS'I L 



it*- 


(“)) M ;. m " !i;", d l,> '. 1 C " hen; ^ *5 7 grains^Proof-63. Light sur- 

faces with mottled medium brown toning on the obverse, and with 
medium brown toning blending towards the rims of the reverse 
This variety, with Reverse B, was believed to have bemusedonlv 
(l^nSr^ alS ° ° n the COpper ‘ nickel al ^^bsequentlyoffered 
From NewlTethafand's Coin Company in 1953. 


Famous 1854 "Copper-Nickel" Half 
Cent 


Des^ <r* X 



*-k\ 

h/iils. &ve/\ It . 

80 55^ !*** 


J654 B-2; not listed by Cohen; G-l. Fbssibly struck mcopper-nickel 
alloy. 83.4 grains. MS-60 to 63. Mottled light golden brown surfaces. 
Struck on a striated planchet, with a small flaw extending from the 
obverse rim through the right side of the date, and with some plan¬ 
chet streaking visible on the reverses 
The planchet is of a lighter color than normal, and has tradition¬ 
ally been designated as copper-nickel. This is the coin which has 
been "vainly sought" by Walter Breen. This identical piece is de¬ 
scribed in detail by Walter Breen on page 451 of his text: 

Adams-Woodin [1913] listed as their number 192 a speci¬ 
men struck in copper-nickel, there called "unique." The dis¬ 
covery coin passed from the William H. Woodin collection 
to Judson Brenner [who included it in his display at the ANS 
Exhibit, in 1914], later to F.C.C. Boyd, and then to King Fa- 
rouk I, of Egypt. At the auction of the Palace Collections of 
Egypt in 1954, a Florida dealer named Randall acquired the 
piece and later offered it for $500; listed as Encyclopedia 1378*. 

I have not seen it, nor was the weight ever mentioned. One 
was offered in the "Anderson-Dupont" Collection [Stack's 
November 11-13, 1954], Lot 1155, at $350, to Dorothy Nel¬ 
son, for the owner of the 'TAD" large cents [Stack's, March 
15, 1975], Lot 880, at $1,800; this weighs 84 grains. A rim nick 
showed, apparently, copper-nickel metal underneath the ton¬ 
ing. However, recent tests disclosed no nickel content. Its 
owner has vainly sought the Woodin-Boyd-Farouk-Randall 
specimen. 


rts no metallic analysis has been made of this piece, no warranty 
is given except to say that it has traditionally been described as 
copper-nickel. The alloy of this general type has been variously 
described as "brass" (J.W. Haseltine's sale of the Crosby Collection, 
1883), "oroide," and "copper-nickel." 

William H. Woodin; Judson Brenner (who exhibited it at the American 
Numismatic Society. 1914), F.C.C. Boyd, King Farouk, James P Randall. 
Acquired by Mr. and Mrs. R. Henry Norweb from James P. Randall in 
1957, three years after the Farouk sale. 


- 101 - 

















7" Bowcrsand Merena — Half Cents 


Gem Proof 1855 Half Cent 



men in nearly full original mint brilliance, with some flecks of light 
natural brown toning on the obverse and a whisper of light irides¬ 
cent toning on the reverse. A simply superb example. 

From Stack's sale of the Farish Baldenhofer Collection, 1955, Lot 124. 




7^ Mi 


1856 B-2a Discovery Proof Half Cent 



reddish orange surfaces with some mottled medium brown. With 
full Proof surface on obverse and reverse, but not as sharply struck 
on the obverse denticles and not as highly polished as most Proofs 
of the era. 

The discovery Proof specimen of this variety, so evaluated by 
Walter Breen, and listed in his Census as one of just two Proofs 
known to him, although he observes that "others probably exist." 
The other example was at one time owned by Douglas Weaver. 

From Thomas L. Elder to Albert Holden on November 12, 1909. 


136 1855 B-l (Die State II); C-l; G-l. 80.5 grains. MS-60 to 63. Light 
« \ brown color with hints of a lighter area and with some mottled 
^ magenta coloration. 

From Lyman H. Low to Albert Holden on July 5, 1908. 
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1856 Copper-Nickel Half Cent 
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Bowers and Merena — Half Cents 



1856 
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*53), 

■gO^ftov 
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, To.5 ^70^< 1 «* 

13811856 B-2b; not listed by Cohen; G-2; Adams-Woodin 216. Struck 
’••'in copper-nickel. 70.8 grains. Proof-64 to 65. Bright, mirrorlike sur¬ 
faces. Tl ye finest Proof seen by us or known j o us, far more bril¬ 
liant and attractive than any other, a simply superb specimen which 
should be the cause for a spirited bidding contest. 

A number of specimens were struck in copper-nickel alloy dur¬ 
ing the period. Walter Breen attributes this particular variety, 2b, 
to an alloy of 90% copper and 10% nickel, although we are not aware 
that any specific metallic analysis has ever been made of this coin. 
According to the same source, about 10 specimens are known. In 
addition, several dozen examples are known of the 88% copper, 
12% nickel alloy, listed as Judd-177. Most of these show dull surfaces. 
From New Netherlands Coin Company in 1955. 

Concerning the variety struck in an alloy of 88% copper and 12% nickel, Walter Breen 
relates that on July 11, 1856, 50 examples were sent by Mint Director James Ross Snow- 
den to the secretary of the Treasury to show what the alloy proposed for the new cent 
would look like. These were intended for distribution to various government officials, 
who took no care to preserve them, which probably explains why nearly all specimens 


”©ffisnr7|| 

6Uul 6o *d**ft$J 

a 

B-2c; not listed by Cohen; G-2; Judd-177. Struck in copper- 
nickel. 69.8 grains. AU-55 or finer. Very dose to MS-60. Bright yel¬ 
low surfaces with just a trace of toning. One of the nicest we have 
seen of this issue. 

This piece was tentatively attributed to the alloy of 88% copper 
and 12% nickel, for this is the "traditional" attribution of specimens 
with business strike (rather than Proof) surfaces. Probably one of 
the 50 strikes sent by Snowden on July 11, 1856. 

From David Proskey to Albert Holden in 1909. 



k+f> A<Aia-e U, a. / 
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2-') /hiui 2.*L. 


2.1 


2* 


140 1857 B-l; C-l; G-l. 82.0 grains. MS-60 to 63. Reddish brown sur¬ 
faces with some hints of magenta. 

From Lyman H. Low to Albert F. Holden in 1908. 

Although 35,180 business strikes were minted of this issue, James Ross Snowden, direc¬ 
tor of the Mint, noted: "|These] were nearly all retained in the Mint, and subsequently 
melted up. This denomination having been abolished by [the Act of February 21, 1857J 
which authorized the substitution of a nickel for the copper cent." The date 1857 is far 
scarcer than generally realized, although as the Guide Book and other popular references 
do not note the melting of most of the mintage, the rarity has gone largely unnoticed. 
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Bowers and Merena — Half Cents, Small Cents 


Proof 1857 Half Cent 



tt- 567 




B-2; C-l; G-l. 83.3 grains. Proof-63 or finer. The obverse is 
a reddish orange color with a few flecks, whereas the reverse is 
iridescent brown. 

The obverse is from the die as preceding, the only die of the year. 
The reverse is that used to make "First Restrike" half cents, but here 
used to coin originals of this particular date. 

Several dozen specimens are known, of which this is a very at¬ 
tractive example. 

From Thomas L. Elder s sale of the Peter Mougey Collection, Septem¬ 
ber 1, 1930, to Albert F. Holden. 
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Small Cents 

Flying Eagle Cents 


Superb Proof 1856 Flying Eagle Cent 



1856 Flying Eagle cent. Proof-63. An exceptional piece with spec¬ 
tacular lavender, violet, and fiery orange toning. Superb strike. Tins 
piece rates as one of the nicest examples extant of the original 1,200 
pieces struck. A small mark from the top of the bow to the letter 
T in CENT is for technical purposes, but is very minor in sig¬ 
nificance. A beautiful piece that will highlight any collection 
Fwm the fames B. Wilson Sale held In/ Thomas /.. Elder, October 5, 1 90S. 
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